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Brethren, we who are strong ought 

to bear with the failings of the 

weak, and not to please ourselves; 

let each of us please his neighbor 

for his good, to edify him. For 

Christ did not please himself; but, 

as it is written, "The reproaches                   

of those who reproached thee                            

fell on me." For whatever was         

written in former days was written 

for our instruction, that by stead-

fastness and by the encouragement 

of the scriptures we might have 

hope. May the God of steadfast-

ness and encouragement grant you 

to live in such harmony with one                               

another, in accord with Christ                              

Jesus, that together you may with 

one voice glorify the God and                            

Father of your Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, 

as Christ  has welcomed you,                               

for the  glory of God.  
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 Gospel Reading Matthew 9: 27 - 35 

 
 Apostle Reading Romans 15: 1 - 6  

Synaxarion Sunday August 8, 2021 (Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost): Holy Hierarch Emilian the Confessor, Bishop                                       
of Cyzikos ; Holy Hierarch Myronus the Wonderworker,  Bishop of Crete 

  

At that time, as Jesus passed on 

from there, two blind men fol-

lowed him, crying aloud, "Have 

mercy on us, Son of David." When 

he entered the house, the blind 

men came to him; and Jesus said 

to them, "Do you believe that I am 

able to do this?" They said to him, 

"Yes, Lord." Then he touched their 

eyes, saying, "According to your 

faith be it done to you." And their 

eyes were opened. And Jesus 

sternly charged them, "See that no 

one knows it." But they went away 

and spread his fame through all 

that district. As they were going 

away, behold, a dumb demoniac 

was brought to him. And when the 

demon had been cast out, the 

dumb man spoke; and the crowds 

marveled, saying, "Never was any-

thing like this seen in Israel." But 

the Pharisees said, "He casts out 

demons by the prince of demons." 

And Jesus went about all the cities 

and villages, teaching in their syn-

agogues and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing every 

disease and every infirmity among 

the people. 

  

Gospel & Apostle Readings  1 

Fr. Philip LeMasters:                                                 
Transfigured Sight and Speech 

                 

Archimandrite Seraphim Voepel:                        
Sermon for the 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
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August 8 to August 15, 2021 
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 It has never been hard to find 

people who view Jesus Christ 

in a many different 

ways.  Some use His name as 

a curse word or otherwise 

mock Him.  Some make Him 

in their own image as an ad-

vocate of whatever agenda 

they prize most in life.  Some 

view Him as a teacher or 

prophet to be admired, but 

not as the Son of God to be 

worshiped. Todayôs gospel 

reading presents Him in a 

radically different way as One 

Who restores sight to blind 

beggars and the ability to 

speak to a man who had been 

possessed by a demon. Christ 

is not simply a miracle wor-

ker, of course, but the Savior 

of the world Who, as St. Paul 

wrote, has welcomed us for 

the glory of God. 

We will soon celebrate the feast of the Transfiguration of 

the Lord, when the spiritual eyes of Peter, James, and 

John were opened to behold Christôs divine glory to the 

extent that human beings are able to do so.  The blind 

beggars in our gospel reading were Jews who asked for 

mercy from the Son of David, a Jewish term for the Messi-

ah, who they believed to be a very righteous human being 

who could work miracles.  Even though their faith was far 

from perfect, as symbolized by their blindness, the Lord 

had mercy on them and restored their sight.  The Transfi-

guration displays the full meaning of this miracle, for the 

God-Man enables us not merely to see the things of this 

world, but to know His divine glory.  Like the beggars, the 

disciples were Jews who had expected a purely human 

Messiah, not the Son of God.  Though they did not under-

stand Who He was until after His resurrection, they also 

received their sight from the Lord when their souls were 

flooded with the brilliant light of His divinity. 

We recently began the Dormition Fast, which leads to the 

feast of the falling asleep in Christ of the Most Holy                          

Theotokos on August 15.  Her life on earth ended,                                

but three days after her burial the tomb was found to be 

empty, as she was the first to follow her Son into the                             

heavenly  kingdom  as  a   whole  person:  body,  soul,  and  

spirit.  During this period, we 

abstain from the richest and 

most satisfying foods and de-

vote ourselves to intensified 

prayer because we want to be-

come more like the Theotokos, 

the first and model Christian 

who received the Savior into 

her life in a unique way and 

stands as a shining example 

for us all.  If we want to behold 

the light of Christ from the 

depths of our souls, we must 

humble ourselves and become 

blind to the temptation to find 

the ultimate meaning and pur-

pose of our lives anywhere ot-

her than in Him. 

That is precisely what the The-

otokos did by saying ñBehold 

the handmaid of the Lord, let it 

be to me according to your 

wordò in response to the mes-

sage of the Archangel Gabriel 

that God had chosen her to be the virgin mother of His 

Son.  In that moment, she opened her life fully and com-

pletely to Him.  Despite seeing Christ rejected and killed, 

the Theotokos always remained faithful, refusing to aban-

don Him at His crucifixion and being one of the myrrh-

bearing women who went to anoint His dead body.  She 

was the first to hear from the angel the news of resurrecti-

on, even as she was obviously the first to hear of His in-

carnation in her womb.  Especially during the Dormition 

Fast, we focus on becoming like her in spiritual vision. 

In todayôs gospel reading, the Lord also cast a demon out 

of a man and restored his ability to speak.  This fellow                 

was a Gentile, which is why the people responded,          

ñôNever was anything like this seen in Israel,ôò while                        

ñthe Pharisees said, óHe casts out demons by the prince of 

demons.ôò St. Paul made clear to the Christians in Rome, 

both Jewish and Gentile in heritage, that ñtogether                                   

you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of                             

our  Lord  Jesus Christ.ò  No longer enslaved to idolatry                     

with their mouths unable to glorify God,                                                

Gentiles  may know and glorify the Lord every bit                        

as much as the descendants of Abraham, for the                                                     

ancient promises extend to all who have faith in                                                    

the Messiah.   

Transfigured Sight and Speech 
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The Holy Spirit has united the divided tongues of the to-

wer of Babel such that people of all cultures and backgro-

unds may join together in the praise of God as members 

of the household of faith. 

Sight and speech are both profoundly important human 

abilities.  Christ restored sight to many blind people and 

often used images of light, darkness, and vision to convey 

the good news                       

of salvation.  The 

point was not 

simply to describe 

the importance of 

seeing things in 

this world, but 

ultimately to call 

us to know Him 

through union in 

holiness from the 

depths of our so-

uls.  Precisely be-

cause she was so 

radiant with the 

divine light, the 

Theotokos could 

proclaim the pro-

phetic words of the Magnificat, which begins:  ñMy soul 

magnifies the Lord; And my spirit rejoices in God my Sa-

vior; Because He has regarded the lowliness of His han-

dmaid; For behold, henceforth all generations shall call 

me blessed.ò She spoke truthfully in light of her spiritual 

clarity and experiential knowledge of God. 

Except when we fall into hypocrisy, our words generally 

reveal the true state of our souls.  Perhaps that is why the 

Scriptures contain many warnings about the dangers as-

sociated with running our mouths.  We read in the 

Psalms, ñSet a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the 

door of my lips.ò (Ps. 141:3)   Christ taught that we will 

have to give an account for every idle word that we speak, 

ñFor by your words you will be justified, and by your 

words you will be condemned.ò  (Matt. 12:36) It is not 

what goes into our mouths, but what comes out of them 

that defiles us. (Matt. 15:11)  As St. James wrote, the ton-

gue is small, powerful, and very difficult to control: ñIt 

corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of oneôs 

life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.ò (Jas. 

3:6)  When we speak words of cursing, condemnation, 

and corruption, we reveal our spiritual blindness, our lack 

of full transparency before God. 

                                                                                                                          

Of course, we should monitor our speech as best we can, 

and it is better to keep our mouths shut when we have an 

evil thought about someone than to share it with them or 

others.     More fundamentally, however, we should see 

our wicked words as a symptom of the sickness of our so-

uls.  In order to gain the spiritual integrity to speak only 

in ways that glorify God and bless others, the light of 

Christ must fill our hearts.  We must become radiant with 

the gracious divine 

energies if we are 

to speak in a way 

that manifests the 

holiness of God. 

Let us use the Dor-

mition Fast to be-

come more like 

the Theotokos in 

receptivity to the 

Lord as we unite 

ourselves to Him 

in holiness.  We 

must be trans-

figured from the 

depths of our so-

uls, as she is, if we 

are to gain the strength necessary to glorify God and bless 

our neighbors in all that we say and do.  That is why we 

must humble ourselves by fasting in order to gain stren-

gth to redirect our hearts from gratification of self-

centered desire to their true fulfillment in God.  That is 

why we must become fully present before God in prayer 

each day as we open ourselves to His presence in our li-

ves.  That is why we must focus on serving our neighbors 

and not on pleasing ourselves.  That is why we must con-

fess and repent of sins that keep us wedded to the 

darkness.  By persistently orienting ourselves to God in 

this way, we will become more personally receptive to the 

gracious divine energies and gain the spiritual clarity to 

behold the glory of the Lord and to speak and act accor-

dingly.  The Feast of Christôs Transfiguration calls each of 

us to nothing less than to be transfigured in holiness and 

shine brilliantly by grace with the light of heaven. Let us 

look to the Theotokos as the greatest example of a human 

being doing precisely that. 

 

                                Fr. Philip LeMasters  

                              (https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/) 

 

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/
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In the Epistle 

appointed for 

this Sunday, we 

hear St. Paul in-

structing us in a 

very important 

truth concerning 

the Holy Scrip-

tures: ñFor what-

soever things 

were written afo-

retime were writ-

ten for our lear-

ning, that we 

through patience 

and comfort of 

the scriptures 

might have ho-

pe.ò Such an understanding of the Scriptures is absolutely 

foundational to the Christian life: the Divine Scriptures 

are not merely stories about events that occurred halfway 

around the world many thousands of years ago, nor are 

they a collection of abstract and intellectual propositions 

concerning abstruse systems of theology. No, quite the 

contrary: every single word written in the Scriptures has a 

direct and immediate relevance for every human soul. 

Indeed, each line in Sacred Scripture is far more signifi-

cant and vital than all the worldly concerns and preoccu-

pations which we so often assume to constitute ñreal life.ò 

Yet the true meaning of St. Paulôs saying that ñwe through 

patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hopeò 

can only be apprehended by paying attention to what he 

had just exhorted us to do in the preceding sentence: ñWe 

then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 

weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us 

please his neighbour for his good to edification. For even 

Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, the re-

proaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.ò In ot-

her words, the comfort and hope of the Scriptures consist 

precisely in their call to ascetic self-denial and to the pati-

ent and joyful bearing of reproaches, in imitation of the 

radical and self-emptying love shown to us by Christ our 

True God. 

What a striking contrast this is to the wisdom of                                 

the world,  and  to  the  false  and comfortable doctrines of  

the pseudo-Christianity which we see every-where around 

us today. In fact, the 

modern world can even 

be summarized as 

being the systematic 

effort to maximize plea-

sure and to eliminate 

reproach. Nothing co-

uld possibly be so scan-

dalous to the modern 

world as to teach that 

pleasure is harmful and 

that reproaches are ne-

edful. Yet such is the 

message of the Gospel. 

Such is the way of the 

Cross. And it is precise-

ly through the Cross 

that joy has come to all 

the world. 

Because for all its pleasures, the modern world knows 

precious little of joy. For all its globalism, multicultura-

lism, and unprecedented technological interconnected-

ness, the modern age is nevertheless defined precisely by 

loneliness and isolation. The more the world has attained 

to outward and obvious progress and success, the more it 

has suffered from a hidden and inward decay and death. 

Everything has come to pass according to the sure and 

certain word of the Lord: ñFor whosoever will save his life 

shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake 

and the gospel's, the same shall save it.ò 

Here is the one and only way in which ñwe through pati-

ence and comfort of the scriptures might have hopeò: in 

the laying down of our life for the sake of Christ. Our com-

fort is not in the empty pleasures of this world. Our hope 

is not in the vain desires of this world. Our comfort is to 

suffer the sufferings of Christ. Our hope is to die the death 

of Christ. Our joy is to love with the love of Christ, a love 

which is totally self-emptying and which holds absolutely 

nothing back. 

So if we find ourselves without comfort, if we find oursel-

ves lacking in patience, if we find ourselves unable to per-

ceive our hope, then let us ask ourselves one simple ques-

tion: have I truly been striving to serve others, or have I 

merely been pleasing myself? If we find ourselves depres-

sed or dry or forlorn, let us ask ourselves: have I been 

following the holy example of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

Sermon for the 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 


