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The Lord said this parable: "The
land of a rich man brought forth
plentifully; and he thought to
himself, 'What shall I do, for
I have nowhere to store my
crops?' And he said, 'I will do this:
I will pull down my barns, and
build larger ones; and there
I will store all my grain and my
goods. And I will say to my soul,
'Soul, you have ample goods laid

up for many years; take your
ease, eat, drink, be merry.' But
God said to him, 'Fool! This night
your soul is required of you; and
the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?' So is he
who lays up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God."
As he said these things, he cried
out: "He who has ears to hear,
let him hear."

Apostle Reading Ephesians 5: 8 - 19
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Brethren, you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light (for the
fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth), finding
out what is acceptable to the
Lord. And have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather expose them. For it is
shameful even to speak of those
things which are done by them in
secret. But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the
light,
for
whatever
makes
manifest is light. Therefore He

says: “Awake, you who sleep,
Arise from the dead, And Christ
will give you light.” See then
that you walk circumspectly, not
as fools but as wise, redeeming
the time, because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be unwise, but
understand what the will of the
Lord is. And do not be drunk
with wine, in which is dissipation;
but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord.

Saturday November 21, 2020: Presentation of the
Holy Theotokos in the Temple. Sunday November 22
(The 26th Sunday after Pentecost) Holy Apostles Philemon,
Archippus, Onesimus
and his wife, Apphias; Holy
Martyr
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The House of God
spiritual members
of Christ's Church
— that holy House
of God, the Queen
and Mother of
which is the Most
Holy Virgin —
then we should
also have the same
thoughts as She
has. May her children by grace be of
one spirit with
Her! Let them
learn from her
how to love the
Lord, our Creator,
more than anything else in the
world, more than
father and mother,
more than anyone
dear to us; how to avidly study the word of God—
something unfortunately not seen amongst the disciples
of Jesus Christ; learn with what warmth of heart and love
we must pray to the Lord; how we must dedicate ourselves to him wholeheartedly; how to entrust our fate to
His wise and all-good Providence; with what purity,
meekness, humility, and patience we must always clothe
and adorn ourselves and not with the vain embellishments of this adulterous and sinful world which knows no
bounds of luxury and elegance in bodily clothing; how to
love a life with God and the saints more than to dwell in
the tents of sinners (Ps. 83:11).

Let
us
faithfully
praise the Virgin
Mary, for she is
brought into the Holy of Holies, to be
raised in the Lord.
(Ecos from the Matins)

On this day, my
brethren, the holy
Church
celebrates
the solemn Entry
into the temple in
Jerusalem of the
three-year-old child,
Mary — the blessed
daughter of righteous parents, Joachim and Anna — to
be in instructed in
the Lord. Zacharias
— the elder and high
priest — meets her
with priestly splendor; and as he was instructed to do by
the Spirit of God, he brings her, accompanied by young
maidens, into the most interior part of the temple, the
Holy of Holies, where the high priest himself enters but
once a year, and where the Holy of Holies, the Lord Himself dwelt—for she was to become the Mother of His flesh.
How did the most blessed Virgin spend her time in the
temple? Taught the Hebrew written language and prayer
by the Holy Spirit through the maidens, she spent her
time in prayer, reading of the word of God (as you can see
on the icon of the Annunciation), in divine contemplation, and handiwork. Her love for converse with God and
for reading the word of God was so great that she forgot
about food and drink, and an Archangel brought her
heavenly food at God's request, as the Church sings in the
stichera for today's feast.

Since the Most Holy Virgin was brought into the temple
to be instructed in the Lord, let us talk now about the
benefit and necessity of going to the church of God as the
house of God and place where we are raised for the Heavenly Fatherland. We are called Christians, and we are all
called by Jesus Christ to the Heavenly Fatherland, to be
heavenly citizens, Divine inheritors, co-inheritors with
Christ. Our calling is very high, our duties are also just as
important; our spirit should be very exalted, holy, meek,
and humble.

What an excellent example for fathers, mothers, and their
children; for Christian maidens and youths! They are obligated as followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, as servants
of the Heavenly Queen, the Mother of God, and Founder
of Spiritual Instruction (meaning the Church to which
they belong), to emulate as well as they can her fervent
love for God, her zeal for reading the word of God,
for prayer, for divine contemplation, self-restraint, and
love of labor! If we do not want to be falsely called
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Who will show us what makes up our Christian calling
and duty, of what spirit we must be, and how we should
behave ourselves in various life situations?
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Who will give us the strength to live in the spirit
of Christ—holy? The Church gives us all this. We can
receive these spiritual powers here a heavenly, unearthly
spirit hovers; here is the school of Jesus Christ, in which
future heavenly citizens are educated. Here you will receive heavenly lessons from the Divine Teacher, Jesus
Christ, and the Holy Spirit in the Gospels. Here is heavenly food and heavenly drink, spiritual, heavenly garments,
and spiritual armaments against the enemies of salvation.
Here you will receive the peace that is a foretaste of heaven, so necessary to our spiritual activity and education,
and strength for spiritual labors and struggle with sin.
Here we partake of sweet conversation with our Heavenly
Father and the Most Holy Queen and Mother of God, with
the angels of the Lord and saints. Here we learn how to
pray, and for what to pray. Here you will find examples of
all the Christian virtues in the saints who are glorified
each day by the Church. Here, gathered together in the
house of God, as children of one Heavenly Father, as
members of the mystical body of Christ, we learn how to
love one another—member loving member, as members
of Christ, as Christ Himself.

— no matter where you direct your attention in the world,
you will see only decay, vanity, and sin; everywhere is the
earthly and worldly. Empty, vain conversations, vain activity that gives almost no reminder of heaven, God, and
the other life. Only in pious homes do the icons of the
Lord Jesus Christ, His Most Pure Mother, and His saints
remind the thoughtful that we, Christians and members
of Christ, members of His kingdom, look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the age to come, in which
we shall unite with the Lord and the saints, having
cleansed ourselves of all defilement of flesh and spirit.
Thus, do you see what a difference there is between the
temple--the house of God, and the world? Do you see how
beneficial and necessary it is for a Christian to visit the
temple of God in order to educate himself for the Heavenly Fatherland, in order to bring the spirit of Christ into
himself, to engender heavenly, saintly manners? For,
where else besides God's temple will you hear the word of
God; where, beside in church, will you receive the mysteries of faith; where will you obtain the strength to live in a
Christian way? All of this is in church and from church.
Love going to God's church, and prepare a temple of your
own selves for God: Ye also, as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:
5). Let parents, teachers, and relatives take or send their
children to church often, every Sunday and feast day
without fail, and not to the theatre, where they will only
learn what the young should not know. In church, they
will hear the name of the Lord more frequently; they will
learn the great truth of the creation of the world and
mankind; they will come to know the Savior, the Mother
of God, and the names of the saints. They will learn about
the resurrection of the dead, the future judgment, the future life, and the eternal torments of sinners. They will
learn from the Spirit of God to be good Christians; and
that is more valuable than anything in the world. Amen.

See how beneficial, how necessary it is for a Christian to
visit God's church. It is a school of faith and piety founded
by God, a sacred treasure According as His divine power
hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness (2 Pet. 1: 3), the treasury of all the Mysteries of
Christ! But the benefit and necessity for the Christian of
attending God's church is more clearly revealed by comparing the church with the vain world, to which we prefer
to go instead of church. What do you find in the world,
and what in church?
In the world, at every step there is vanity, delusion, and
vice; in the church is truth, sanctity, and every kind of
virtue. In the world is corruption, sin, and death; in the
church is the incorruption of the saints and eternal life.
Outside the church you see objects of worldly vanity that
feed on the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life (1 Jn. 2: 16). You see the things that constantly entice and captivate people, and cause them to
neglect the commandments of God, the Creator and Savior of all. For example, here in this building were kept
fabrics of every sort and color. Those fabrics are the object of adoration of the daughters of men. They lived for
them, were inspired by them, rejoiced over them, but
not over God. Here the sparkle of various items of silver
and gold stunned and enticed the gaze of those who
worship every thing glittering and beautiful. In a word
Vol. 13 No. 48

Saint John of Kronstadt
(translated by Nun Cornelia Rees)
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Eat, Drink, and Be Merry?
The Gospel lesson this week, is
the parable of the Rich Fool (Luke
12:16-21). In the lectionary schedule of our Church, this parable is
usually read near Thanksgiving,
which proves to be quite appropriate. Thanksgiving is first and
foremost about keeping the things
of this life in perspective, and
learning how to give thanks always, and for everything.

accumulate, or at least there
should be.
Listen again to the last verse:
“So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are
not rich toward God.” It is greed
and selfishness that the Lord is
warning us against. This man
was thinking only of himself,
not of others. He was not intending to share the wealth he had
accumulated. He says to his
soul, “Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”
However, the soul's wealth is measured in good deeds, not material possessions.

In order to understand the parable,
we need to look at a few of the
preceding verses. St. Luke tells us
that while Jesus was teaching to a
large gathering, someone from among the crowd said to him,
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with
me” (v. 13). Jesus responds with a question, asking why he
(Jesus) should be the arbiter. Then the Lord says to him: “Take
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of possessions” (v. 15). It is
in this context that the Lord tells them parable of the Foolish
Rich Man.

We are reminded of another of Jesus’ sayings: “Do not store up
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:1921)

The story itself is rather straightforward, even predictable.
A certain rich person, presumably after a life’s worth of work,
finally had the kind of harvest that would set him up for his
retirement. Not having the possibility of a 401K, he decided to
build bigger barns in order to store this bumper crop.
This would be his retirement income.

When we gather with family and friends to celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday this coming Thursday, we should ask
ourselves where our heart is. Our tables may be laden down
with all good things, but are we rich in the eyes of God? If our
lives were required of us this very night, and we were to stand
before the Judge, which way would the scales tip?

The Lord tells us that he then said to his soul, “Soul, you have
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry” (v. 19). He simply wants to be comfortable. He thinks that
this is his due. He has accumulated all of this wealth, and will
be able to live off of it for a long time.

The spiritual life — the Life in Christ — is about keeping the
things of this earthly existence in proper perspective. The old
adage is true: you cannot buy happiness. The happy person is
the one with a generous and gentle heart.

God says to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you And the things you have prepared whose will
they be?” (v. 20) He concludes with this admonition: “So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not
rich toward God” (v. 21).

We live in a land of abundance, but many go hungry around us.
We try to make ourselves comfortable with the fading things of
this life, while many live in squalor. If we have been given
much, we need to share. If we share then Thanksgiving will
truly fill our hearts. We will be rich, in God’s eyes and in our
own as well.

At first we are struck by the most obvious point of the parable,
our own mortality and the unpredictability of death. But if we
look a little more closely we can see that the Lord is saying
much more than just “you can’t take it with you.” He is saying
that “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” There is more to life — our life — than what we might
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Fr. Nicholas Apostola
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Holy Apostle Andrew -

Spiritual Patron Saint of Romania
St Andrew is the patron saint of
Romania and the Romanian Orthodox Church. He is credited with
spreading the Gospel to Romania.
St. Andrew was one of the twelve disciples of Our Lord Jesus Christ. He
was born at Bethsaida on the Sea of
Galilee (John 1:44). Later, he lived at
Capernaum (Mark 1:29) where he was
likely exposed to Greek influences
and learned Greek. Like his elder
brother, Peter, Andrew was originally
a fisherman. After the Descent of the
Holy Spirit and the founding of the
Church, the Apostles decided to begin
preaching the Gospel to all nations, as
Jesus had commanded them. (“Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, to the close of the age." Matthew 28: 19-20). Following the draw, it was Andrei's turn to preach in Asia and
Scythia. Scythia generally refers to a land in what is now
Romania (Scythia Minor), Ukraine and southern Russia
(Scythia Major). According to the ancient tradition recorded
by Eusebius of Caesarea in „Historia Ecclesiastica” (III, 1, 13), around 324 C.E , the territory of Scythia Minor, modern Dobrogea in Romania, as Christianized by St Andrew,
who preached to the native people of the Dacians (ancestors
of the Romanians). A local legend tells us of Saint Andrew's
arrival in Dobrogea during a harsh winter, fighting wild
beasts and the blizzard before reaching a cave. At the cave,
Saint Andrew hit the ground with his walking stick and a
spring came into being, in the waters of which he baptized
the locals and cured the ill, thus converting the whole area to
Christianity. The legend is confirmed not only by Eusebius,
but also by Hippolyte of Antioch, (died c. 250 C.E.) in his
work "On Apostles", Origen, in the third book of his
"Commentaries on the Genesis" (254 C.E.), and other
sources, like the Usaard's "Martyrdom" written between 845865, and Jacobus de Voragine in his "Golden Legend" (c.
1260). The legend is confirmed by toponyms and numerous
very old traditions (like carols) related to Saint Andrew. In
Dobrogea, a cave where he supposedly preached, is called
"Saint Andrew's Cave" and is a famous pilgrimage site nowadays. In 1943, the cave was consecrated and soon a monastery was built around it, named the "Saint Andre the Apostle
Cave Monastery". The monks tell that early Christian objects
were found in the cave, but they were lost in the meantime. St
Andrew was martyred by crucifixion at Patras in Greece (c.
60-70 C.E.), on a X-shaped cross, called Crux decussata, and
commonly known as "St. Andrew's cross." He deemed
himself unworthy to be crucified on the same type of cross on
which Christ was crucified.
In 1994, Saint Andrew was named the patron saint of Dobrogea, and in 1997 the Holy Synod declared him the patron
saint of Romania, while in 2012, St Andrew’s Day, November
30, became a public national holiday.
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HOLY TRINITY’S
Liturgical Schedule from
November 21 to December 1,
2020
Saturday November 21 Entry of the Holy Theotokos
in the Temple (fish allowed):
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour
Sunday November 22
(26th Sunday after Pentecost):
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
11:00 am - Sunday School
11:30 am - Memorial Service for the
Gogârnoiu Family
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour
Saturday November 23
(fish allowed)
Sunday November 29
(30th Sunday after Pentecost fish allowed):
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
11:00 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour
Monday November 30 —
St Andrew’s Day. National Day
of Romania (fish allowed):
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour
Tuesday December 1 —
National Day of Romania
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