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At that time, Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before
Him to the other side, while He sent
the multitudes away. And when He
had sent the multitudes away, He
went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening
came, He was alone there. But the
boat was now in the middle of the
sea, tossed by the waves, for the
wind was contrary. Now in the
fourth watch of the night Jesus
went to them, walking on the sea.
And when the disciples saw Him
walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And
they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be
afraid.” And Peter answered Him

and said, “Lord, if it is You,
command me to come to You on the
water.” So He said, “Come.”
And when Peter had come down out
of the boat, he walked on the water
to go to Jesus. But when he saw that
the wind was boisterous, he was
afraid; and beginning to sink he
cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”
And immediately Jesus stretched
out His hand and caught him,
and said to him, “O you of little
faith, why did you doubt?”
And when they got into the boat,
the wind ceased. Then those who
were in the boat came and
worshiped Him, saying, “Truly
You are the Son of God.” When
they had crossed over, they came
to the land of Gennesaret.

Apostle Reading 1 Corinthians 3 : 9 - 17
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Brethren, For we are God’s fellow
workers; you are God’s field, you
are God’s building. According to the
grace of God which was given to
me, as a wise master builder I have
laid the foundation, and another
builds on it. But let each one take
heed how he builds on it. For no
other foundation can anyone lay
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on
this foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw,
each one’s work will become clear;

for the Day will declare it, because
it will be revealed by fire; and the
fire will test each one’s work, of
what sort it is. If anyone’s work
which he has built on it endures, he
will receive a reward. If anyone’s
work is burned, he will suffer loss;
but he himself will be saved, yet so
as through fire. Do you not know that
you are the temple of God and that the
Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God
will destroy him. For the temple of
God is holy, which temple you are.
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Sermon for the 9th Sunday after Pentecost

This brief earthly life is even more unstable than the
waters which Christ allowed Peter to walk upon. We
walk, as it were, over a great abyss; and we often do not
see the fact that we are so close to falling away at any
moment—not just from physical life, but—from true life
in God into the deep abyss of spiritual death.

of faith which sees only Christ, Who He is, how He is,
and who we should be in Him. If every attitude, intention, thought, word and action of ours were tried against
this understanding, we would become more sober, pure
and God-like.
If we always beheld that Reality of the Last Day, we
would not go astray. And even more than this, if we
strove always to “see Christ’s face”, to know His beauty,
and to experience more and more His life, here and
now, we would never turn our eyes and hearts to anything that is sinful or worthless, and we would not be
tormented by the many trials and ups and downs of this
fallen world.

Even more so, we often fail to see the constant activity of
God’s ever-watchful and all-loving protection over our
whole life, both physical and spiritual, and His readiness
to come to our aid.
This passing life is as changing and unstable as a wavy
sea of water. One moment we are joyful, the next moment we are upset; one moment we are praised, the next
we are insulted; one moment we are laughing with one
another, the next minute we are fighting; many infants
are born each day, yet many people also die each day.

How can that person, who imagines himself already
standing before Christ over that great abyss of hell, ever
give in to the pride or sorrow of this life?

Today’s Epistle motivates us to pursue that world and
life which shall not be shaken, saying: “Let every man
take heed how he builds upon that which is laid. No
other foundation can a man lay than that which is already laid, that is, Jesus Christ……Every man’s work
shall be made manifest: for The Day shall declare it,
because it shall be tried by fire; and the fire shall try
every man’s work.”

On that fearful and much-expected Day, where will the
towering buildings of so-called advanced civilization be?
Where are the many boastings of modern man and his
many technological devices to be found? Where are all
the inventions, all the scientific knowledge of many
things, and the so-called wonders of the world?
Where are the amusement parks, the television shows,
the movie theatres? Where are the sarcastic jokes of comedians, the fleshly beauty of supermodels, the bodily
strength of the athletes? Where is the laughter of the
proud, the cheering of the stadiums, the shamelessness
of movie-actors, and the achievements and false fame of

If we always kept in mind the hour of our passing from
this life, and much more the Second Coming of Christ,
as the apostles and all the saints did, we would not sin.
All our thoughts would be fixed strongly upon the vision
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those modern idols, the sports-stars and rock-stars?

and empty. The only thing that matters is how we used
the things of this life and with what inward disposition—
whether we used the things of this life to glorify God or
whether we used them to serve our selves. St. Seraphim
says that we must become wise traders who trade small
earthly things for the great and priceless treasures of
Christ’s heavenly life and grace, the indwelling of His
Holy Spirit.

Where are earthly riches? Where are human glory and
praise? Where are fleshly lusts, rich and elegant foods
which please the tongue? Where are bank accounts, fancy clothing, material adornments, college degrees, and
all the vanity of earthly wisdom? Where is the false comfort of worldly life?
Where are the victories and defeats of war? Where are
the governments, the borders of countries, the political
ambitions, the amassed riches of every nation? Where
are the things which this world calls life? Where are all
those things that deceived us into thinking that they
were more real and true than Christ?

We offer the labors of our body, and Christ perfects our
soul. We practice the commandments, and Christ fills us
with His life. We can purchase the kingdom of heaven
by giving two pennies to a poor man, or by a single sigh
or tear drop in behalf of the unenlightened and godless
people of the world.

Where are the weary bodies, the aching bones, and the
labors of men? Where is sickness, where is sorrow,
where is corruption? Where are affliction, temptation,
sin and death?

We offer little, but Christ gives much. We give small efforts, and Christ grants us great grace. Truly, as St.
James says, “faith without works is dead…as a body
without a spirit,” but on the other hand, so are works
without faith; for St. Paul says “without faith it is impossible to please God; for he that comes to God must first
believe that He Is, and that He is a Rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him.”

All things on That Day shall be dissolved by fire, by the
revelation of the Presence of the Consuming Fire Who is
our Most-Holy God and Lord, Who is truly everywhere
present and fills all things.
“Vanity of vanities”, cries out the wise Solomon, “all
things are vanity…let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments,
for this is the all of man! For, God shall bring every
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it
be good or whether it be evil”.

It says in St. Mark’s account of today’s Gospel, that before Christ appeared to the apostles on the waters, “He
saw them toiling in rowing; for the winds were contrary to them”. But it was not until “Christ went up unto
them into the ship” that “the winds ceased.”

And Christ Himself tells us: “Whosoever hears My sayings, and does them, I will liken him unto a wise man,
who built his house upon a rock; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not, for it was founded upon
a rock!”

This is the essence of living faith in Christ: we strive to
work together with Christ, and we offer as much as we
can, often failing, sinning, and trying to repent and
make amends for our sins; but it is not until Christ
breathes His Holy Spirit into us that we are empowered
to live according to His good pleasure and will, able to
walk above the constant instability of this fallen world.

The rock is faith in Christ manifested by the striving to
keep His commandments, to be filled with His very life,
grace and love, and the confession of His being the only
Son of God and Savior. When Christ asked the apostles
who they thought He was, Peter cried out: “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the Living God!” Christ responded,
saying: “Upon this rock I will build my Church; and the
gates of hades shall not prevail against it!”

Faith is not simply a mental agreement that God exists.
Living faith in Christ speaks to Christ as the psalmist
does: “Thou, O Lord, art my Foundation, my Refuge,
my Rock, my Redeemer, my God, my Strength, my
Mercy, my Life, my All!” Faith is living and active, a
constant dwelling in God’s grace, a constant giving of
our whole self to Christ, clinging to Him alone.
True faith and trust in Christ is the understanding that
all our efforts in this life are like a man who strives to
swim in the middle of the ocean during a hurricane,
vainly seeking for dry land; and that we constantly need
our Heavenly Savior to raise us above the tumult of our
passions and sins, fallen nature and the demons.

St. Theophylact says regarding this that “the Church is
each one of us who has become a house of God. For if
we have been established on the rock of the confession
of Christ, the gates of hades, which are our sins, will
not prevail against us.”
Solomon tells us that all things without God are vain
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The hymn that we heard last night turns these realities
into a prayer for us: “O Christ, Who in the beginning
established the heavens in wisdom and founded the
earth upon the waters, make me steadfast upon the
rock of Thy commandments; for none is holy as Thee, O
Thou Who lovest mankind”.

ourselves condemned here, we shall go away as free men
there.” The commandments of Christ which are a firm
rock, which we should seek first and foremost, are those
light and easy burdens: blaming our selves, judging no
one, and forgiving all men their sins, that we might also
be forgiven our many sins.

This hymn expresses our whole faith and life in Christ;
none is holy except for God; yet He commands us: “Be
ye holy, as I am holy.” Therefore, it is only by constant
confession of Christ’s power, and by always begging Him
to establish us in His life-giving commandments, that
we can be filled with His own holiness.

St. Peter Damascene says: do we have many sins? Let us
not despair, but let us refrain from judging others, and
we ourselves shall not be judged. And even if we do
judge, let us still not despair, for the all-loving Christ
will purify us by afflictions and trials.
So it was with Peter, he set out with boldness to walk
towards Christ over the waters, yet he started to doubt
and began to sink. But, seeing his peril he cried
out: “Lord, save me!” And Christ saved him. May we
also always cry out to Christ and be saved; “for everyone
who shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved!”

Often we look away from Christ, and we focus on the
boisterous winds and the crashing waves—that is, the
great turmoil of the world, its political and national battles, our many passions and sins. Then, we begin to sink,
for we have allowed ourselves to think that all these
things are more powerful and real than Christ.
Yet, we can still cry out like Peter: “Lord, save me!” And
He will quickly reach out His hand to us, gently rebuking our lack of faith; and then, when we become aware
of our great weakness, and when Christ sees fit, He will
establish us in His grace again, making the winds to
cease. And, like the apostles, we will then be convinced
of His power, confessing that He is the Son of God, and
worship Him in spirit and truth. And like Thomas our
doubt will vanish when we feel Christ’s life-giving action
within our very souls and bodies.

And as it was fulfilled in the apostles in today’s Gospel,
so the psalm shall be fulfilled in us, which says: “They
that go down to the sea in ships, doing their work in
many waters, these have seen the works of the Lord,
and His wonders in the deep. He spake, and a wind of
tempest arose, and the waves thereof were lifted up…
their soul was melted with evils. They were troubled,
and reeled like one drunken, and all their wisdom was
swallowed up. And they cried unto the Lord in their
affliction, and out of their distresses He brought them.
And He commanded the tempest, and it was calmed
into a breeze, and the waves thereof fell silent. And they
were glad, because they were quiet, and He guided
them to the haven of His will. Let them give thanks unto
the Lord for His mercies, and for His wondrous works
for the sons of men. Let them exalt Him in the Church of
the people, and in the seat of the elders let them praise
Him…He helped the poor man out of his poverty…the
upright shall see it and shall be glad, and all iniquity
shall stop its mouth.”

Such is the way of our spiritual life: full of efforts, sins
and falls, yet also filled with visitations of Christ’s grace,
spiritual consolations, peace and victories. In this life we
will never be free from the fear that at any moment we
can fall away from God, as St. Isaac says, like a dry leaf
from a tree.
We always have that great hymn of the Church to pray
with: “Cleanse me, O Savior, for many are my transgressions; and lead me up from the abyss of evils, I
pray, for to Thee have I cried, and Thou hast hearkened
to me, O God of my salvation.”

+Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, O Lord
Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.
Amen.

St. John Climacus tells us that every dispassionate man
was first passionate. Therefore, if we are passionate and
sinful, then we can still hope to become pure and spotless. Yet, the saints, as they traveled towards God and
ever stretched themselves out to attain the heightless
heights of the stature of Christ, always saw themselves
as sinners.

Archimandrite Seraphim Voepel
Holy Cross Russian Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR)

Fr. Seraphim Rose comforted someone who said
that they felt condemned to hell, by saying: “If we see
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Homily on the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos

the Theotokos. On it is represented the life-bearing body
of the Theotokos laying on a bier, surrounded by the
apostles and hierarchs, and in the center of the icon the

“Magnify, O my soul, the honourable
Translation of the Mother of God
from earth to heaven.”
(Refrain for the 9th Ode of the Canon)

Lord holding in His hands the most pure soul of the
Theotokos. The translation of the Mother of God is a
paradigm of the translation in general of the souls of
Christians to the other world.

Let us be happy, beloved brothers and sisters that we
belong to the Holy Orthodox Church, worthily and rightly glorifying the Most Holy Sovereign Theotokos on this
eminent day out of all the days of the year with special
solemnity. There exists on earth many societies and entire governments that do not consider the need nor the
obligation to call upon and glorify the Queen of heaven
and earth, the Mother of Our Divine Lord Jesus Christ,
and other saints and angels; to submissively serve Her
lovingly, as the true Mother of God. Sadly in Russia
nowadays we have heretics (among us) who actively dishonor the Mother of God, the saints, their icons, their
relics and their festivals. O, if only they also unanimously with us glorified the worthy Queen of heaven and
earth!

We say that our dead have “fallen asleep” or “passed
away.” What does this mean? This means that for the
true Christian there is no death. Death was conquered
by Christ on the cross. But there is a translation, i.e, a
rearrangement of his condition, i.e. his soul is in another
place, in another age, in another world beyond the
grave, eternal, without end, that is what is meant by
“falling asleep”. It is as if it were a temporary dream after which, by the voice of the Lord and the fearful yet
wonderful trumpet of the Archangel, all the dead shall
live and come forth each to his place: either to the resurrection of life or to the resurrection of condemnation (John 5:29). This is what the Christian means by
translation. We should be ready for this translation, for
the day of the general resurrection and judgment, for
this indescribable world event, recorded in the Holy
Scriptures.

Today the Holy Church solemnly glorifies the honorable
Dormition or translation of the Mother of God from
earth to heaven. A wonderful translation - she died without serious illness, peacefully. Her soul is taken up in
the divine hands of Her Son and carried up into the
heavenly abode, accompanied by the sweet singing of
angels. And then, her most pure body is transferred by
the apostles to Gethsemane where it is honorably buried, and on the third day it is resurrected and taken up
to heaven. You see this on the icon of the Dormition of
Vol. 13 No. 33
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life. This preparation means a change in all his thoughts,
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and the moral change of all his being, so that the
whole man would be pure and white as snow, washing clean everything that defiles the body and spirit,
so that he is adorned with every virtue: repentance,
meekness,
humility, gentleness, simplicity, chastity, mercifulness, abstention, spiritual contemplation, and burning love for God and neighbor.
Our preparation for meeting the heavenly King, and
for the inheritance of eternal life in heaven, should
consist of these things. The heavenly King desires
souls adorned with immutable virtue, souls prepared so that the Very Lord Himself could abide in
them. Do not marvel that the Very Lord wants to live
in us. In fact the human soul is more spacious than
the heavens and the earth, for it exists in the image
of God. And if one removes sins from the soul, the
Lord of all will settle in it and will fill it with Himself. “We will come to him and make our dwelling
with him” (John 14:23), says the Lord about the
souls who love Him.
And so, ye participants in the Christian feasts, and
especially the present feast of the Dormition of the
Mother of God, ye who are brightly adorned with
every virtue and translated to the heavenly kingdom,
to Her Son and God, proclaim to each and every one
about preparing their souls to be the dwelling place
of the Lord, about continual repentance, and about
the incorruptible adornment of Christian virtue. Let
your death also be unashamed and peaceful, serving
as the pledge of a good answer at the dread judgment seat of Christ. Amen.

Saint John of Kronstadt
https://www.orthodoxtacoma.com/dormitionofthetheotokos
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HOLY TRINITY’S

Liturgical Schedule from
August 9 to August 16,
2020
Sunday August 9 (Nineth
Sunday after Pentecost):
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy
11:30 am - Memorial Service
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour
Saturday August 15 –
Dormition of the
Most Holy Theotokos:
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour
Sunday August 16 (Tenth
Sunday after Pentecost):
8:30 am - Matins
9:30 am - Holy Liturgy
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour
1:00 pm - Baptism Darius
Andrei Simioana
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The Holy Brâncoveanu Martyrs
On August 16, the Orthodox Church
honors the Holy Brâncoveanu Martyrs: Prince Constantine (1654—1714),
Voivode of Wallachia, along with his
sons, Constantine, Stefan, Radu, Matei and son-in-law, treasurer Ianache
Văcărescu.

Mogosoaia),
and
monasteries
(Brâncoveni and Hurezi, in Oltenia).
He also erected the New Church of St
George in Bucharest, where his holy
relics rest. With the financial support
of St Constantine, some of these
monasteries organized their own
libraries. These libraries - such the
one at the Hurezi Monastery - became
famous thanks to the large number of
important and rare books which the
holy prince had brought from Western
Europe.

Saint Constantine Brâncoveanu was
born to a noble Romanian family,
Prince Matthew (Papa) Basarab and
Stanca, neé Cantacuzino. When his
parents died, he was first raised and
educated by his maternal grandfather, Chamberlain Constantine Cantacuzino (1598-1663), then by his maternal uncle, Stolnic Seneschal Constantine Cantacuzino, who had studied at the University of Constantinople, and was the first Romanian ever to have graduated
from the University of Padua (established in 1222) — the
largest and most prestigious university in early modern
Europe.

St Constantine was a wise and just ruler. He was guided by Christian principles, and worked for the benefit of his
people. His philanthropy extended not
only into Romanian lands, such as
Transylvania and Moldavia (where the population was
mostly Romanian and the faith was mainly Orthodox),
but also into remote lands such as Georgia or Syria
(Aleppo), where the Orthodox believers were in need of
Christian religious books .

When another maternal uncle, the Ruling Prince Şerban
Cantacuzino (1678-1688), died on October 19, 1688,
Constantine was chosen to succeed him as Prince of
Wallachia.

In 1714, after a reign of twenty-five years, Sultan Ahmed
III (1703-1730)sent Ali Pasha and a multitude of Turkish soldiers to remove Constantine from the throne of
Wallachia. The reason invoked was, according to
Mehmed Rashid, a contemporary Turkish chronicler,
that he gathered too much wealth and weapons and prepared a rebellion against the Porte. In the very Great
Week of the Holy Passions of the Lord On March 25,
1714, the Turks arrived to Bucharest and arrested Brâncoveanu, his four sons, and his son-in-law and councilor, Ianache.

The beginning of his reign took place under the luminous sign of the second printing of the so-called
“Bucharest Bible” (1688) - the first Bible published entirely in Romanian. A promoter of education, he reorganized the the old School of St Sava’s Monastery in Bucharest (1694) which he turned it into a New “Academia
Domneasca” (Princely Academy). This superior school
— the precursor of the University of Bucharest (1864) —
was a "public college for Romanians and foreigners",
whose curriculum was similar to those of the European
universities. He also opened several schools at the Old
St. George and Colţea monasteries, both in Bucharest, as
well as at the Sâmbăta de Sus Monastery, in Făgăraș
County, Transylvania, where courses were taught either in Romanian or Slavonic.

The noble prisoners were brought to Constantinople,
where they imprisoned at the fortress of Yedikule („the
Seven Towers”), and were tortured for four months,
hopping to locate his other possessions. Prince Constantine was told that if he and his sons wanted to escape
death, they would have to convert to Islam and pay a
large sum of money. Although his fabulous wealth became somehow legendary, and the Turks used to call
him „Altin Bey” (the Prince of Gold), Constantine did
not have the money required by the Turks, nor did
he wish to convert to the Moslem faith. Finally, he was
obliged under torture to sign for the gold deposited in
Venice. Seeing that neither tortures nor threats would
induce the prisoners to forsake Christ, the Sultan
sentenced them to death.

Throughout his reign (1688-1714), Saint Constantine
assumed the role of protector of the printing houses
in both Wallachia and Transylvania. From Istanbul he
brought the future Metropolitan Antim of Iberia
(Georgia), under whose guidance numerous books were
to be printed in Romanian, Greek, Slavonic, Georgian
and even Arabic.
He also built and restored many churches (Potlogi and
Vol. 13 No. 33

7

August 9, 2020

The execution took place on August 15, the very of Feast
of Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos - one of the
most sacred days of celebration for Orthodox Christians
– when Lady Marica used to celebrate not only her
name-day but also her husband’s birthday.
Prince Constantine just turned sixty years old.

testimony on the echoes of the Brâncoveanus’ martyrdom among European chancelleries of that time:
"History has never had such a bloody slaughter’ — he wrote.
“The whole world still shudders in horror at having seen this
poor prince, who - after he spent most of his days in the riches, enjoying the glory of this world - in the end, swimming in
the blood of his entire family, he gave his soul under the edge
of the sword. "

Dressed only in long shirts and chained, beaten, tortured and starved, exhausted by pain and suffering, the
six martyrs were brought before Sultan Ahmed, who
asked them to renounce Christianity, in order to save
their lives. Brâncoveanu answered, without hesitation:

The six decapitated bodies were thrown into the
Bosphorus. The heads were carried on sticks along the
streets of the city, streets of the city stuck at one of the
gates of the Serai and left there for three days, after
which they were thrown into the sea. The holy relics
were recovered by pious Christian fishermen who
brought them to the Monastery of the Dormition of the
Theotokos on the island of Halki. There they were secretly kept until the summer of 1720, when Princess
Marica brought St Constantine’s holy relics back to his
country and secretly buried them in the New Church of
St. George, which he had founded in Bucharest. The
white marble tombstone she placed over was very simple, with no inscription, adorned only with an eagle,
Wallachia’s coat of arms. She also placed a silver lamp
above the tomb. It was only in 1914, when Romanians
commemorated the 200th anniversary of the Brâncoveanus’ martyrdom, that archeologist Virgil
Drăghicescu of the Romanian Academy discovered the
Holy Voivode’s tomb, thanks to the inscription he found
on the silver lamp, which no one had noticed until
then: „This lamp, which was given to the New St. George’s

„Your Highness: My wealth, as much as it was, you have taken it from me, but my Christian faith is something I will not
relinquish. I have been born and lived in it; it is in my faith
(as a Christian) that I shall die. I have filled the land of my
country with Christian churches and, now, attaining an old
age, you would have me worship in your Turkish djamis? No,
Your Highness. I have defended my land; I have kept my
faith. It is in my (Christian) faith that I want to close my eyes,
me and my sons.”

After that, he encouraged his sons:
„My children, be brave! We have lost everything we had in
this earthly world. All we have left is our souls. Let us not lose
them too, but bring them pure before our Savior Jesus Christ.
Let us wash our sins with our blood!”

Following these words, the sultan ordered that the execution began with Constantine’s sons. The first to be
beheaded was his son-in-law, treasurer Ianache
Văcărescu, followed by the Voivode’s four sons: Constantin II (31 years old), Stefan (29 years old), Radu (24 years
old), and Matei, then the youngest one (16 years old).
Horrified by his brothers’ death, the youngest one faltered in great fear. His father told him to follow his
brothers:

[church], illuminates the place where the bones of the blessed
Lord Voivode Io Constantin Brâncoveanu Basarab are resting, and it was made by her Excellency Princess Maria, who
hopes that her bones will also rest here. July, 12 days, year
7228 (= 1720)”.

“There has never been anyone in our family who lost his faith.
If it is possible, one should rather die a thousand times, than
deny the faith of his ancestors, for a few years more on
earth”.

Her wish was fulfilled in 1745, when she died and was
buried there. Discovering Brâncoveanu’s tomb was "the
greatest reward for my modest work of a lifetime" - as
Drăghicescu wrote in a letter to the scholar Dimitrie
Onciul.

Then the 14-year-old child put his head on the stock and
said to the executioner: “I want to die a Christian.
Strike.” Petrified with pain, the Voivode murmured:
“Lord, may Thy will be done!”, after which they beheaded him, too. Contemporary sources note that Sultan Ahmed was accompanied by the ambassadors of the kings
and emperors of Europe, to the Sublime Porte. Although
most of them were also Christians, none of them, not
even the representative of “pravoslavnaya” Russia, had,
at the very least, the decency to protest or to decline
the honor of attending the bloody and gruesome spectacle.

Prince Constantine Brâncoveanu and his sons were glorified by the Romanian Orthodox Church in 1992, when
on June 20 the Holy Synod canonized them.
“Being worthy to suffer a martyr’s death for the right faith
and for your people together with your sons Constantin,
Ştefan, Radu, Matei and with the counselor Ianache, Oh,
right-faithful Voievod Constantin, pray to Christ God to save
our souls!” (Troparion of the Holy Brâncoveanu Martyrs).

Fr. Nicolai Buga

And yet, one of them, Baron George Goltz, Ambassador
of Poland in Constantinople, has left us an eloquent
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