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Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Gospel Reading John 4: 5 – 42
So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the
plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A
Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to
her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone to the city
to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is
it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you
would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who
gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank
from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the
water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that I will give will become in them a spring of
water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him,
‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here to draw water.’ Jesus said to
her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ The woman
answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her,
‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is
not your husband. What you have said is true!’ The
woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but
you say that the place where people must worship is in
Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and
is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the
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Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman
said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is
called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all
things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.’ Just then his disciples came. They were
astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no
one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking
with her?’ Then the woman left her water-jar and went
back to the city. She said to the people, ‘Come and see a
man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ They left the city and were
on their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to them,
‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ So the
disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought
him something to eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food
is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete
his work. Do you not say, “Four months more,
then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you,
and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper
is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit
for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice
together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows
and another reaps.” I sent you to reap that for which you
did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have
entered into their labour.’ Many Samaritans from that
city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony,
‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ So when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with
them; and he stayed there for two days. And many
more believed because of his word. They said to the
woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’

Apostle Reading Acts of the Apostles 11: 19– 30
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Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over Stephen travelled as far as
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the
word to no one except Jews. But among them were
some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to
Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the
Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with them, and a
great number became believers and turned to the
Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he
came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he
exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with
steadfast devotion; for he was a good man, full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were

brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to
look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought
him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they
associated with the church and taught a great many
people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first
called ‘Christians’. At that time prophets came down
from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus
stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be
a severe famine over all the world; and this took place
during the reign of Claudius. The disciples
determined that according to their ability, each would
send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did,
sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
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Sermon on the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Christ is Risen!

Samaritan: he reveals through the
dialogue he has with
her a deep and surprising faith; a faith
that can move mountains, a faith that
opens the door to
mysteries few others
could even begin to
comprehend!

Each encounter with
Christ in the New
Testament is unique.
Each encounter is
open and free. Nothing with God in His
dealings with humanity is formulaic or
- planned. Never is
anything
forced.
Some come away
from meeting the
Lord happy and some
go away sad. Some
receive blessings beyond anything they
had hoped for, others
receive blessings they
do not recognize as
such. The rich young
ruler who could not
give away his wealth
to follow Jesus also
received a blessing
from God in the form
of a lesson, a bit of
wisdom he could not
yet fully understand, but which I am sure stayed with
him all his life. Who knows what later became of that
young man? The money-changers in the temple were
surely not happy that day Jesus overturned their tables, but even God’s chastisement is a blessing, for
God only chastens those He loves.

One: Christ reveals
to this sinful, Samaritan woman that God
is not respecter of
ethnic, social or gender sensibilities for
He is the lover of all.
“In God,” writes the
Great Paul, “there is
neither
Jew
nor
Greek nor male nor
female.”
Two: Christ reveals
to this woman that
He alone is able to
judge a human being
and his judgment is
compassionate and merciful. You see the meaning of
“justice” in Holy Scripture is quite different from our
“earthly” understanding of “justice”. It has nothing to
do with courts, judges, laws, statutes, lawyers and
retribution. As Dr. Kalomiris points out (in his book
The River of Fire) the Greek word diakosuni means
“the Divine energy which accomplishes salvation”
and is a translation of the Hebrew word tsedaka. It is
also nearly synonymous with two other Hebrew
words, hesed (mercy, compassion, love) and emeth
(fidelity, truth). This is an entirely different understanding than the one that has found such a prominent place in Western theology.

But there are some encounters recorded by the Gospel writers that astound us, that move beyond personal encounter to universal revelation. The meeting
at Jacob’s well with the Samaritan Woman is one
such moment: deeply personal on the one hand, but
also way beyond personal. As the Lord did with the
Syro-Phoenician Woman – you remember, the one
who said, “Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs
from their master’s table” – He does with this
Vol. 13 No. 21

The Samaritan woman told the truth when the Lord
asked her to bring to him her husband.
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Her honesty was an invitation for God to work miracles. She puts down her guard willingly. She demonstrates that she is not afraid. She proves to him that
she is willing to be open, so the Lord opens himself
up to her! Sometimes, perhaps even all the time, a
little honesty is all it takes!
But look again! Something
even more surprising happens here! He opens himself
to her even before she answers the question! He had
already looked into her
heart. He had already seen
her faith. The door was already opened! Her guard
was already down! Somehow she had already accepted the invitation that is
given to all humanity.

God was most fertile. St. Gregory of Nyssa says it like
this, “When perfect love has driven out fear, or fear
has been transformed into love, then everything...will become a unity growing together through
the one and only Fullness, and everyone will be, in
one another, a unity in
the…Holy Spirit as the
bond of peace.”
Dear ones, we must look
deeply into ourselves
not only as individuals
and a parish community, but also as a nation.
Have we lost our minds?
Have we accepted the
Orwellian slogans “war
is peace” and “ignorance
is strength”? Are the
doors to our hearts fast
closed to truth? Has not
our arrogance blinded
us? Are we cowering in
the Upper Room with
the disciples because we
are overcome with fears
of many kinds, or are we
preparing to take the
dangerous trip to the
Empty Tomb with the
Ointment-Bearing
Women? Have we heard
his voice like the rich, young ruler and turned away
sad because everything else in life is more important
to us than the Lord? Or are we like the Samaritan
Woman who knows that there is nothing to fear in
Him and who hungers so much for the living water
that the Lord cannot possibly deny it to her?

Three: the Lord starts
teaching her theology! A
woman! A Samaritan, a
heretic! A great sinner! An
adulteress! In modern terminology, an addict of sensual lust! In her day only
men were allowed to read
and explore the Torah. Yet
to this sinful Samaritan
woman Christ teaches theology! “Are you greater than
our father Jacob?” she asks. The Lord replies, “The
water that I will give you is living water. If you drink
of it you will never thirst. If you drink of it, it will become in you a well of water springing up to eternal
life!” Christ had spoken like to this to only one or two
before this. Think of Nicodemus who came to him
late at night. But even then did the Lord ever speak
so explicitly about such things?

What are we waiting for?

What we see in this encounter at Jacob’s Well, before
our very eyes, is what happens when the fear that
separates a human being from God is cast aside. The
mystery of deification is beginning to take root and
grow in soil that looked barren to everyone but to
Vol. 13 No. 21
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Saint Photini, the Samaritan Woman
On the Fifth Sunday after Easter,
which is also called “the Sunday of the
Samaritan, during the Divine Liturgy,
the faithful listen to the reading of the
Gospel of St. John about the encounter
between Christ and an anonymous
woman at a place called Jacob's well of
Samaria (John 4: 5-42).

Because of her sinful life she could not
enjoy much of a respectable status in
her native town. On the contrary, we
can read between the lines of St. John’s
account that she was quite marginalized by her fellow Samaritans: first, the
time when she came to draw water was
not the most appropriate for such a
job: it was about noon, when no one
came out of the house because the heat
was scorching; secondly, she came to
the well alone; nobody accompanied
her across the way to the well; neither
friend or neighbor, and distance to the
well was considerably long. It becomes
clear that she was enjoying much sympathy among her neighbors and that
she herself was not very proud about
her life.

Listening to this Gospel reading, one
might wonder what would have happened to Samaritan woman, after her
meeting Chris. The Gospel does not
give us an answer to this question.
However, we have an answer from the
Sacred Tradition, as tradition is that
which enshrined information that had
not been written from the beginning.
Indeed, as St. John the Evangelist confirms, "there are many other things
that Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I
think this world would contain the books that have would
be written " (John 21: 25).

And yet, her conversation with Christ reveals us a clever,
intuitive, determined and perseverant person. Her life as
a Christian was to confirm this portrait. She responded
to Christ's stern admonition with genuine repentance,
was forgiven her sinful ways, and became a convert to the
Christian faith, a fervent witness and a zealous confessor
of Christ, "The woman then left her water pot, and went
her way into the city, and saith to the men, ‘Come, see a
Man which told me all things that ever I did; is not this
the Christ?’ ” (John 28:29).

Therefore, according to the ancient Christian tradition,
the Samaritan woman is the Holy Martyr Photini. As
“The Lives of the Saints” explains, after her meeting with
Christ, she became a convert to the Christian Faith - taking the Greek name 'Photini' at Baptism, which literally
means "the enlightened one," and is similar to the Romanian name “Luminiţa” and the Slavic name “Svetlana”).
She was baptized by the Holy Apostles, together with her
two sons (Victor, later became Photeinos and Joseph)
and five sisters (Anatoli, Photos, Photida, Paraskeve and
Kyriaki).

Later, Byzantine hagiographers and preachers developed
the story of the Samaritan Woman, beginning where
Saint John the Evangelist left off. Thus, we know that,
after repenting from her many sins, the Samaritan Woman accepted the “living water” offered to her by Him who
asked for water to drink.

Her feast days are celebrated on February 26 with those
who suffered with her in the Greek tradition, on March
20 in the Slavic tradition, as well as on the Sunday of the
Samaritan Woman.

In his Commentary of the Gospel of St. John,
St. John Chrysostom emphasizes that “we require much
fervor and up-roused zeal” to become disciples of Christ
and “to become worthy of Him” (Matt. 10: 38). According to St. John Chrysostom, such a disciple, full of heat
and fire, and prepared for every danger, was the Samaritan Woman. “For so kindled was she by His words, that
she left her water pot and the purpose for which she
came, ran into the city, and drew all the people to Jesus.

In what follows, we attempt a short interpretation of the
significance of this turning point in the life of this woman
who had the honor to be visited by Christ at the well,
when the Lord revealed Himself to her as the Prophet
and Teacher, as the Messiah.
In his report on the Lord’s conversation with her,
St. John tries to make us glimpse her portrait. Up to that
point she had led a sinful life: she had had five husbands
before, and the one she had then was not her husband.
Vol. 13 No. 21

“Come,” she saith, “see a Man which told me all things
that ever I did, ” St. John says. “Observe her zeal and
wisdom,” he adds. “She came to draw water, and when
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she had lighted upon the true Well, she after that
despised the material one; teaching us even by this trifling instance when we are listening to spiritual matters
to overlook the things of this life, and make no account of
them.” The great Chrysostom compares her zeal with
the Apostles’ zeal. “For what the Apostles did, that, after
her ability, did this woman also,” he says. “They when
they were called, left their nets; she of her own accord,
without the command of any, leaves her water pot, and
winged by joy performs the office of Evangelists. And she
calls not one or two, as did Andrew and Philip, but
having aroused a whole city and people, so brought them
to Him.”

St. Photini and her family left their homeland of Sychar,
in Samaria. Photini and her younger son Joseph went
to Carthage, in Africa, where she was preaching the Gospel. to travel to Carthage where they proclaim the Gospel
of Christ. In the mean time, her eldest son, Victor, was
fighting bravely in the Roman army against the barbarians. He was appointed military commander in the city of
Attalia (Asia Minor). Later, Nero called him to Italy to
arrest and punish Christians.
Duke Sebastian, an official in Italy, said to Victor,
“I know that you, your mother and your brother, are followers of Christ. As a friend I advise you to submit to the
will of the emperor. If you inform on any Christians, you
will receive their wealth. I shall write to your mother and
brother, asking them not to preach Christ in public. Let
them practice their faith in secret.” Victor replied, “I
want to be a preacher of Christianity like my mother and
brother.” Sebastian said, “O Victor, we all know what
woes await you, your mother and brother.” Then Sebastian suddenly felt a sharp pain in his eyes. He was dumbfounded, and his face became somber. For three days
Sebastian lay there blind, without uttering a word. On
the fourth day he declared, “The God of the Christians is
the only true God.” St. Victor asked why Sebastian had
suddenly changed his mind.
Sebastian replied,
“Because Christ is calling me.” Soon he was baptized, and
immediately regained his sight. St. Sebastian’s servants
were also baptized, after witnessing the miracle.

The great exegete of the 4th century underscores the significance of small details when he asks us to also observe
“how prudently she speaks; she said not, ‘Come and see
the Christ,’ but with the same condescension by which
Christ had netted her she draws the men to Him; ‘Come,’
she saith, ‘see a Man who told me all that ever I did.’ She
was not ashamed to say that He ‘told me all that ever I
did.’ Yet she might have spoken otherwise, ‘Come, see
one that prophesieth’; but when the soul is inflamed with
holy fire, it looks then to nothing earthly, neither to glory
nor to shame, but belongs to one thing alone, the flame
which occupieth it" (St. John Chrysostom: Homily
XXXIV - John iv. 28, 29).
Indeed, the Samaritan woman was to become consequently - in the words of the Lord - a source of "living
water" herself, not only for the inhabitants of her own
city of Sychar, but also for those from other lands. She
played a significant role in the Johannine community, and converted her five sisters (Sts. Anatole, Photo,
Photis, Paraskeve, and Kyriake) and her two sons (Victor
and Joseph). They all became tireless evangelists for
Christ.

Reports of this reached Nero, and he commanded that
the Christians be brought to him at Rome. The Lord
Himself appeared to the confessors and said, “Fear not,
for I am with you. Nero, and all who serve him, will be
vanquished.” The Lord said to Victor, “From this day
forward, your name will be Photeinos, because through
you, many will be enlightened and will believe in Me.”
The Lord then told the Christians to strengthen and
encourage Sebastian to persevere until the end.

For her contribution to the spread of Christianity, she
is recognized as the first to proclaim the Gospel of
Christ, and occupies a place of honor among the apostles.
In Greek sermons from the 4th to the 14th centuries she
is called "apostle" and "evangelist." In these sermons the
Samaritan Woman is often compared centuries she
is called "apostle" and "evangelist." In these
sermons the Samaritan Woman is often compared to the male disciples and apostles and found to
surpass them.

All these things, and even future events, were revealed to
St. Photini by Jesus, who appeared to her in a dream,
telling her to sail to Rome. She left Carthage in the company of several Christians, including her son, and joined
the confessors in Rome.
At Rome, Emperor Nero ordered the soldiers to bring
her before him, but Photini anticipated them. Before they
could arrest her, she went to the Emperor, accompanied
by her son Joseph and her Christian friends. When the
emperor
saw
them,
he
asked
why
they
had come. Photini answered, Nero asked the saints their
names. Again Photini answered. By name she introduced
herself, her five sisters and younger son.

During the first century, excessive cruelty was displayed
against the Christians in the Roman Empire. When Nero,
the emperor of Rome, began his persecution against
Christians, and Sts. Peter and Paul were martyred,
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The emperor then demanded to know whether they truly believed in Christ, and whether they had all agreed to
die for “the Nazarene”. Photini spoke for them. "Yes, for
the love of Him we rejoice and in His name we'll gladly
die." And all of them refused to renounce the Savior.

and friends to every known torture. The saints
survived unscathed to taunt and ridicule their persecutor.
For three years they were held in a Roman prison. Saint
Photini transformed it into a "house of God." Many Romans came to the prison, were converted and baptized.
She also converted a sorcerer, who had brought
her poisoned food that was meant to kill her.

The emperor then gave orders to smash the martyrs’ finger joints. For three hours during the torture, their hands
were beaten with iron rods. At the end of each hour
another persecutor took up the beating, but the saints felt
no pain, and their hands remained unharmed, like
nothing had happened. To the perplexity of Nero, who
could not understand how it was possible that they have
such an endurance and confidence, Photini joyfully quoted words of a psalm by David: "God is my help. No matter what anyone does to me, I shall not be afraid" (Psalm
56:11; Hebrews 13:6). She also converted a sorcerer,
who had brought her poisoned food that was meant to
kill her.

After three years, Nero was reported that Sts. Sebastian,
Photeinos and Joseph,
who had been blinded,
had completely recovered, and that people were visiting
them to hear their preaching. Indeed, the whole prison
had been transformed into a bright and fragrant place
where God was glorified.
The emperor then gave orders to crucify the saints, and
to beat their naked bodies with straps. On the fourth day,
the emperor sent servants to see whether the martyrs
were still alive. Approaching the place of the tortures, the
servants fell blind. An angel of the Lord freed the martyrs
from their crosses and healed them. The saints took pity
on the blinded servants, and restored their sight by their
prayers to the Lord. Those who were healed came to
believe in Christ and were soon baptized.

While men were thrown into jail, Photini and her five
sisters were brought to the golden reception hall in the
imperial palace. There, the six women were seated on
golden thrones, In front of them stood a large golden
table covered with gold coins, jewels and dresses.

Photini's arrival and activity aroused curiosity in the capital city. Everyone talked about her, "Who is this woman?" they asked. "She came here with a crowd of followers and she preaches Christ with great boldness." Finally,
the enraged tyrant ordered that Sebastian, Photeinos and
Joseph had their legs cut off, and they were thrown to
dogs, and then had their skin flayed off.

Nero hoped to tempt the women by this display of
wealth and luxury. Nero then ordered his daughter
Domnina, with her slave girls, to go speak with the Christian women. He thought the they would succeed in
persuading their Christian sisters to deny their God.
Domnina greeted Photini graciously, mentioning the
name of Christ. On hearing the princess' greeting, the
saint thanked God. She then embraced and kissed
Domnina. The women talked. But the outcome of the
women's talk was not what Nero wished.

The sisters of St. Photini also suffered terrible torments.
Nero gave orders to cut off their breasts and to flay their
skin. An expert in cruelty, the emperor readied the fiercest executions. They even tied St. Photo by the feet, for
example, to the tops of two bent-over trees. When the
ropes were cut, the trees sprang upright and tore the
martyr apart. Finally, the emperor had all the saints, except for Photini, beheaded. After this, Nero brought St.
Photini to him and asked if she would now relent and
offer sacrifice to the idols. St. Photini spat in his face, and
laughing at him, said, “O most impious of the blind, you
profligate and stupid man! Do you think me so deluded
that I would consent to renounce my Lord Christ and
instead offer sacrifice to idols as blind as you?” She was
thrown first into a deep, dry well and then locked up in
prison again for twenty more days.

Photini catechized Domnina and her slave girls and baptized them all. She gave Nero's daughter the name
Anthousa. After her baptism, Anthousa immediately
ordered all the gold and jewels on the golden table
distributed to the poor of Rome.
When the emperor heard that his own daughter had been
converted to Christianity, he condemned Photini and
all her companions to death by fire. For seven days the
furnace burned, But when the door of the furnace was
opened, it was seen that the fire had not harmed the
saints.
Next the emperor tried to destroy the saints with poison.
Photini offered to be the first to drink it. "O King,"
she said, "I will drink the poison first so that you might
see the power of my Christ and God." All the saints then
drank the poison after her. None suffered any ill effects
from it. In vain Nero subjected Photini, her sisters, sons
Vol. 13 No. 21

Photini now grieved that she was alone, that she had not
received the crown of martyrdom together with her five
sisters, Anatole, Photo, Photis, Paraskeve and Kyriake
and her two sons, Photeinos and Joseph. Night and day
she prayed for release from this life.
6

May 17, 2020

One night, God appeared to her, made the sign of the
cross over her three times. The vision filled her with joy.
Many days later, while she hymned and blessed God,
Saint Photini gave her soul into God's hands. It was the
year A.D. 66.

HOLY TRINITY’S
Liturgical Schedule
from May 17 to May 24
2020

The Samaritan Woman conversed with Christ by the well
of Jacob, near the city of Sychar. She drank of the "living
water" and gained everlasting life and glory.
Their entire Martyrdom is found in the Neon Eklogion
by St. Nikodemos of the Holy Mountain.

Sunday May 17
(Sunday of the
Samaritan Woman the 5th after Pascha):
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
Wednesday May 20:
5:00 pm - Akathist
Thursday May 21 - Holy
Emperors Constantine
and Helen:
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
Friday May 22:
5:00 pm - Akathist
Sunday may 24 (Sunday
of the Blind Man - the
6th after Pascha):
9:00 am - Matins
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

Most of the modern Synaxaria show no details about the
location of St. Photini’s relics. However, an 11th or 12th
century Life of St. Photini recounts how her sacred relics
were discovered and worked many miracles in Constantinople. The first finding of her relics in Constantinople
(and the subsequent building of her shrine) occurred
near the gates of Blachernae. Thus for a time in Constantinople, the relics of St. Photini inhabited two shrines
dedicated to her, and helped work many miracles for the
faithful. Unfortunately, these shrines are no longer extant.
St. Photini is still greatly honored throughout the world.
She is especially honored at her church built at the Well
of Jacob (today the town of Nablus), and by her church
in Nea Smyrni outside of Athens. Finally, the Monastery
of Iveron on Mount Athos treasures the holy, incorrupt
foot of the Saint (which is supposedly the largest remaining portion of her relics), while Grigoriou Monastery has
a portion of her skull.
For generation after generation, Orthodox Christians
have addressed this prayer to the woman exalted by the
Messiah when He sat by the well in Samaria and talked
with her:
Illuminated by the Holy Spirit, All-Glorious One,
from Christ the Saviour you drank the water of salvation.
With open hand you give it to those who thirst.
Great-Martyr Photini, Equal-to-the-Apostles,
pray to Christ for the salvation of our souls.
O Almighty Saviour, Who did pour forth water for the Hebrews from
a solid rock: You did come to the Land of Samaria, and addressed a
woman, whom You did attract to faith in You, and she has now attained life in the heavens everlastingly.

Compiled from several sources and adapted by

Fr. Nicolai Buga
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Holy Emperors Constantine and Helen
On May 21st the Romanian
Orthodox Church celebrates
Holy Emperors Constantine
and Helen, his mother. While,
highlighting the importance of
Saint Constantine’s reign in
the history of the Roman Empire, historians call him "the
Great", the Church - calls
him "isapostolos" — "equal to
the Apostles".

remain tolerant. He did not persecute Christians in the lands he
governed. His spirit of tolerance
towards Christ-ians as well as
Helena’s devotion to Christ had
a great impact on their son. As
Eusebius says, "at a time when
four emperors shared the
administration of the Roman
empire, Constan-tius alone,
following a course of conduct
different from that pursued by
his colleagues, entered into the
friend-ship of the Supreme God.
For while they besieged and
wasted the churches of God,
leveling them to the ground, and
obliterating
the
very
foundations of the houses of
prayer, he kept his hands pure
from their abominable impiety,
and never in any respect
resembled them. They polluted
their
provinces
by
the
indiscriminate slaugh-ter of
godly men and women; but he
kept his soul free from the stain
of this crime." (Eusebius of Caesarea, "Life of Constantine
the Great", I. 13. 1–2).

Constantine the Great (306337) - who was to become “the
prince beloved by God,” as
Theodoret (Hist. Eccl. I.1)
calls him - was born in
Naïssus, in the Roman
province of Upper Moesia,
nowadays Niš (Nish), in
Serbia, around the year 272
(possibly 294). He was the
son of General Constantius
Chlor, the future Caesar
Constantius I (293-306), the
ruler of the westernmost parts
of the Roman empire).
His mother, Flavia Julia Helena, Constantius Chlor’s first
wife, was to become St Helena. She was a devoted Christian of humble birth. She was born in c.250, in
Drepanum, the province of Bithynia (today Yalova, in
Turkey). She was probably a Christian even before the
birth of her son Constantine, and, obviously, much longer
before his conversion (Paul Stephenson, Constantine:
Unconquered Emperor, Christian Victor, pp. 2-3). Saint
Helena devoted her entire life to his son, whom she
always remained close. After Constantine would become
emperor, he would show his devoted mother great honor
and respect, granting her the imperial title “Augusta.”

In 306, when his father died, Constantine was
proclaimed successor to his throne. In 312, on learning
that Maxentius and Maximinus had joined forces against
him, he marched into Italy, where, while at the head of
his troops, he saw in the sky after midday, beneath the
sun, a radiant pillar in the form of a cross with the words:
"By this shalt thou conquer." The following night, our
Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him in a dream and
declared to him the power of the Cross and its significance. When he arose in the morning, he immediately
ordered that a labarum be made (which is a banner or
standard of victory over the enemy) in the form of a
cross, and he inscribed on it the Name of Jesus Christ.
On October 28 he attacked and mightily conquered
Maxentius, who drowned in the Tiber River while fleeing.
The following day, Constantine entered Rome in triumph
and was proclaimed Emperor of the West by the Senate,
while Licinius, his brother-in-law, ruled in the East. But
out of malice, Licinius later persecuted the Christians.
Constantine fought him once and again, and utterly

Although Constantine's father did not have a noble origin
either, he was a skilled and efficient general. These
qualities were later transmitted to his son Constantine,
who would follow his father's military career. Indeed, he
would lead the Roman army in Britain and join his
father, assisting him in the management of the western
part of the Empire. Althought, at that time, emperor Diocletian (284-305) and his co-ruler Maximian Galerius
(305-311) in the East, and emperor Maximian Hercules
(284-305) in the West, started a bloody persecution
against Christians, Constantius Chlorus managed to
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reminds us of this unique achievement of the two holy
emperors. On that day of the year 326, Saint Helen and
her court venerated the Precious and Life-Giving Cross
along with many others who came to see Patriarch
Macarius mounting the
ambo (pulpit) and lifting
the Cross with both hands
so that all of the people
gathered could see it.

destroyed him in 324, and in this manner he became
monarch over the West and the East. Under him
andbecause of him all the persecutions against the
Church ceased. Christianity triumphed and idolatry was
overthrown.
In 324, for economic, commercial,
strategic and cultural reasons, Constantine decided to move the capital of
the empire from Rome to the ancient
city of Byzantium, where he laid the
foundations of the new capital of his
realm, which he solemnly inaugurated
six years later, on May 11, 330, naming
it after himself, Constantinople. Since
the throne of the imperial rule was
transferred to Constantinople, the former Byzantium thus became the New
Rome.

After this, Saint Helen, in
her zeal to glorify Christ,
erected churches in Jerusalem at the sites of the
Crucifixion and Resurrection, in Bethlehem at the
cave where our Saviour
was born, another on the
Mount of Olives whence
He ascended into Heaven,
and many others throughout the Holy Land, Cyprus,
and elsewhere. She was
proclaimed Augusta, her
image was stamped upon
golden coins, and two cities were named Helenopolis after her in Bithynia and in Palestine. Having been
thus glorified for her piety, she departed to the Lord
being about eighty years of age, according to some in the
year 330, according to others, in 336.

In 325 he conveyed the First Ecumenical Council in the city of Nicaea. 318
bishops attended this Council. Among
them were confessor-bishops from the
period of the persecutions and many
other luminaries of the Church, St
Nicholas of Myra in Lycia and St Spyridon of Trymithus, the Wonderworkers, included. The
emperor was present at the sessions of the Council and
personally addressed the participants. The heresy of Arius was condemned and a Symbol of Faith (Creed) composed, in which was included the term “consubstantial
with the Father,” confirming the truth of the divinity of
Jesus Christ, Who assumed human nature for the redemption of all the human race.

Falling ill near Nicomedia, according to Eusebius (The
Life of Constantine. Book IV, 61-62), and also according
to Socrates and Sozomen, he requested to receive divine
Baptism on his deathbed, having prepared for it all his
whole life. Being deemed worthy of the Holy Mysteries,
he reposed on the day of Pentecost (May 21), in the year
337, having lived sixty-five years, of which he ruled for
thirty-one years. His remains were transferred from Nicomedia to Constantinople and were deposed in the
Church of the Holy Apostles, which had been built by him
(see Homily XXVI on Second Corinthians by Saint John
Chrysostom). He was buried there, i n a crypt he had prepared for himself.

After Saint Constantine had made the Faith of Christ triumphant throughout the Roman Empire, in 326 Saint
Helen undertook a journey to Jerusalem with the aim of
finding of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross of our Savior Jesus Christ. Encouraged and sustained financially
and logistically by his son, she conducted the search in the
vicinity of the hill of Golgotha. Relying upon the oral
tradition of the faithful, the Pious Empress managed to
find the Precious Relic together with the crosses of the
two thieves crucified with our Lord. However, Helen had
no way of determining which was the Cross of Christ.
Through a miraculous healing of a dying woman who
touched one of the crosses, Patriarch Macarius of
Jerusalem was able to identify the True Cross of Christ.
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, included in
the calendar of the Orthodox Church on September 14,
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