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Brethren,  you were once darkness, 

but now you are light in the Lord. 

Walk as children of light  (for the 

fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, 

righteousness, and truth), finding 

out what is acceptable to the 

Lord. And have no fellowship with 

the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but rather expose them. For it is 

shameful even to speak of those 

things which are done by them in 

secret. But all things that are ex-

posed are made manifest by the 

light, for whatever makes                      

manifest is light. Therefore He 

says: “Awake, you who sleep,      

Arise from the dead, And Christ 

will give you light.” See then                                

that you walk circumspectly, not        

as fools but as wise,  redeeming         

the time, because the days are evil. 

Therefore do not be unwise, but 

understand what the will of the 

Lord is. And do not be drunk                         

with wine, in which is dissipation;                           

but  be filled with the Spirit, speak-

ing to one another in psalms                       

and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody                               

in your heart to the Lord. 
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The 26th Sunday after Pentecost 

                  Gospel Reading Luke  12: 16 - 21 

  Apostle Reading Ephesians 5: 8 - 19 

The Lord said this parable: "The 

land of a rich man brought forth 

plentifully; and he thought to 

himself, 'What shall I do, for                        

I have nowhere to store my 

crops?' And he said, 'I will do this: 

I will pull down my barns, and 

build larger ones; and there                        

I will store all my grain and my 

goods. And I will say to my soul, 

'Soul, you have ample goods laid 

up for many years; take your                    

ease, eat, drink, be merry.' But 

God said to him, 'Fool! This night 

your  soul is required of you; and                           

the things you have prepared, 

whose will they be?' So is he                        

who lays up treasure for himself, 

and is not rich toward God."                        

As he said these things, he cried 

out: "He who has ears to hear,                            

let him hear."  
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Presentation of the Holy Theotokos in the Temple 
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Righteous Joachim and Anna 

had been granted their wish 

for a child with a vow to dedi-

cate their child to the service 

of God. As soon as Mary was 

weaned from milk they felt an 

urgency to fulfill the vow they 

had made to God. When she 

was two years old her father 

said, “Let us take her up to the 

temple of the Lord, that we 

may pay the vow that we have 

vowed, lest the Lord depart 

from us, or perchance, the 

Lord send us someone to 

warn us that we have been too 

long in paying our vow be-

cause our offering hath not 

been received.” But her moth-

er replied, “Let us wait until her third year, so that our 

daughter might not be at a loss to know her father and 

also that she might not look for us.” So, they decided to 

wait another year. 

Then at the third year they decided to present Mary to the 

temple. Her father, Joachim, said, “Let us invite the 

daughters of the Hebrews that are virgins. Let each maid-

en take a lamp and stand with the lamps burning, that the 

child might not turn back and then her mind would be set 

against the temple of the Lord.” 

Her parents then departed for the temple with an escort 

of young maidens. When they arrived they dressed Mary 

with clean and elegant clothes. As they entered the tem-

ple there were fifteen steps that led from the court of the 

women to that of the men where the entrance to the sa-

cred place was. The fifteen represented to the Jews the 

fifteen Psalms of Degree [Ps 119-133, LXX] where degree 

means ascent and were sung by jews as they made their 

pilgrimage to the temple. The temple was built on a 

mountain so many steps were required to reach the altar. 

Mary managed these steps without any difficulty and the 

whole company ascended into the temple. She relied on 

God’s help showing how we too should make our own 

effort and rely on God”s help to take the steps necessary 

for our entry into heaven. 

The head priest at the temple at that time was Zacharias, 

the husband of the niece of Mary’s mother Anna, Eliza-

beth. He is the future father of Saint John the Baptist. 

The Priest then asks her to “enter into the Holy of Holies, 

for thou are much purer than myself. I, O Mistress, once a  

year enter therein, but 

you, can sit and abide 

forever. For you are 

the temple of God, 

therefore, remain in 

the temple. You are 

the vessel of the Holy 

Spirit, enter into the 

elect place. Wait there 

until you are vouch-

safed to be the worthy 

vessel of the All-Holy 

Spirit. Rejoice and 

dance, for angels de-

sire to minister unto 

you.” 

Anna offered Mary to 

the priest saying, 

“Receive our daughter, 

O high priest or, much rather, god. Accept her who is 

pure and blameless and higher than heaven. Take her 

into the temple for that is where she,, the temple of God, 

must be and dwell. She is holy, and in a pure place she is 

to abide. Therefore I surrender her into the hands of God. 

Zacharias, after hearing these words from Anna received 

Mary and kissed her. He said, “The Lord has magnified 

your name in all generations. In you, in the latter days, 

will the Lord make manifest His redemption of the Chil-

dren of Israel. He sat her on the third step of the altar. 

Immediately God sent grace on her and she danced. Eve-

ryone loved her. She then wen up all the steps climbing 

maturely and speaking perfectly. 

Joachim and Anna then left Mary with other maidens 

who lived in the apartments of the temple for rearing. 

They both marveled and praised God because mary did 

not look back. They returned to their home. For seven 

years Anna and Joachim visited Mary often until they 

reposed. Mary was became an orphan at the age of ten. 

Mary grew up in the temple until she was betrothed to 

Joseph. 

According to the Protoevangelion of James, an apocry-

phal book which was very popular in the early centuries 

of the Church, Mary was in constant prayer while she was 

in the temple. From morning until 9:00am she remained 

in prayer. From 9 - 3:00pm she was occupied with weav-

ing that she had learned to do. From 3:00pm she again 

applied herself to prayer. She would receive food from an 

angel about 3:00pm. Receiving mystical food from the 

angels she was brought to maturity and made purer than 
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the angels having heavenly spirits as servants. She also 

received food from the priests but his was distributed to 

the poor. she would converse daily with the angels. 

Through this time she was perfected to do the work of 

God. From the very beginning of her life she was chosen 

among the chosen. She exemplifies the importance of in-

terior life of prayer in our spiritual growth. As it is record-

ed in the Gospel of Luke: 

My soul magnifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in 

God my Savior, for he has regarded the low estate of his 

handmaiden. For behold, hence-forth all generations 

shall call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done 

great things for me and holy is his name. And his mercy 

is on those who fear him from generation to generation.

(Luke 1:47-50) 

When Mary was thirteen years of age it was no longer the 

custom for a woman to reside in the temple. When wom-

en reached puberty and began menstruating, they had to 

depart from the temple in order not to defile it because 

menstruation was considered unclean. It was now the 

time a young woman was to be married. Often young la-

dies were brought to the temple to live being dedicated to 

God. They received education in the doctrines, command-

ments and sacred rites. At this age of maturity they were 

instructed by the priest to leave and to find husbands. All 

the virgins did so except for Mary who vowed her virgini-

ty. she said, “It cannot be that I should know a man or 

that a man should know me.” She argued that her parents 

had devoted her to the service of God and she had also 

vowed never to lie with a man. Now her parents had dies 

about three years earlier. The Priest kept telling her that 

“God is worshipped in children and adored in posterity, 

as has always been the custom…” Mary did not waver say-

ing, “God is worshipped in chastity as can be seen fro the 

beginning, that is, before Abel there was none righteous 

among men. By his offerings he pleased God but was 

mercilessly slain by him who displeased God. therefore, 

Abel received two crows, that of oblation and of virginity. 

Also, Elias, when her was in the flesh was taken up in the 

flesh, having kept his flesh unsullied. Now I, from my in-

fancy, in this temple, have learned that virginity can be 

sufficiently dear to God. Wherefore, because I can offer 

what is dear to God, I have resolved in my heart not t o 

know a man.” she did not believe that marriage was her 

end and not essential for her wholeness as a person. 

This great feast shows us that Mary, who was chosen to 

be the Mother of God, who entered in to the Holy of Ho-

lies, is the “most blessed among women.” she is truly 

“more honorable than he cherubim and beyond compare 

more glorious than the seraphim” as the hymn of our 

Church proclaims. She shows us the path we all must take 

to become perfect in the eyes of God. It makes us think 

about our responsibilities to prepare our won children 

and the example we need to set for them. 

Let us pray to the Lord and the Mother of God that we 

may be granted the grace of understanding that we and 

our children have a true life, helping us to keep always in 

our awareness that this feast which the Church celebrates 

is the entry of the holy 3-year-old maiden into the Holy of 

Holies and Her sanctification by the grace of God for Her 

future encompassing of God the Word. 

The hymns of this feast proclaim the exalted place which 

the Entry has in the history of Salvation. The Entry marks 

the closing of the Old Covenant, whereas the Annuncia-

tion marks the beginning of the New. With the Entry the 

most Holy Virgin is passing from the Old Covenant to the 

New, and this transition in the person of the Mother of 

God shows us how the New Covenant is the fulfillment of 

the Old. 

Source:  Saint George Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

(Orthodox Christianity ://

orthochristian.com/66112.html) 

 

 

Sunday November 21                               
(26th Sunday after Pentecost) -                                    
Entry of the Holy Theotokos                         
in the Temple (fish allowed):                               
9:00 am - Matins                                                   
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy                                         
11:00 am - Sunday School                                                 
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour 

Sunday November 29                                 
(30th  Sunday after Pentecost -                           
fish allowed):                                                            
9:00 am - Matins                                                           
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy                                                             
11:00 am - Sunday School                                            
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour  

Tuesday November 30 —                                       
St Andrew’s Day. National Day                                
of Romania (fish allowed):                      
9:00 am - Matins                                                           
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy                                
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour  

HOLY TRINITY’S                                
Liturgical Schedule from                                  

November 21 to December 1, 2021                                 

http://www.stgeorgegreenville.org/OurFaith/Feasts%20for%20Theotokos/Entry%20to%20Temple.html
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The Gospel lesson this week, is 

the parable of the Rich Fool 

(Luke 12:16-21). In the lection-

ary schedule of our Church, this 

parable is usually read near 

Thanksgiving, which proves to 

be quite  appropriate. Thanks-

giving is first and foremost 

about keeping the things of this 

life in perspective, and learning 

how to give thanks always, and 

for everything. 

In order to understand the par-

able, we need to look at a few of 

the preceding verses. St. Luke 

tells us that while Jesus was 

teaching to a large gathering, someone from among the 

crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me” (v. 13). Jesus responds with a 

question, asking why he (Jesus) should be the arbiter. 

Then the Lord says to him: “Take care! Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in 

the abundance of possessions” (v. 15). It is in this context 

that the Lord tells them parable of the Foolish Rich Man. 

The story itself is rather straightforward, even predicta-

ble. A certain rich person, presumably after a life’s worth 

of work, finally had the kind of harvest that would set him 

up for his retirement. Not having the possibility of a 

401K, he decided to build bigger barns in order to store 

this bumper crop. This would be his retirement income. 

The Lord tells us that he then said to his soul, “Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 

drink, be merry” (v. 19). He simply wants to be comforta-

ble. He thinks that this is his due. He has accumulated all 

of this wealth, and will be able to live off of it for a long 

time. 

God says to him, “You fool! This very night your life is 

being demanded of you And the things you have prepared 

whose will they be?” (v. 20) He concludes with this ad-

monition: “So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich toward God” (v. 21). 

At first we are struck by the most obvious point of the 

parable, our own mortality and the unpredictability of 

death. But if we look a little more closely we can see that 

the Lord is saying much more than just “you can’t take it 

with you.” He is saying that “one’s life does not consist in 

the  abundance  of  possessions.”  There  is  more to life —  

our life — than what we  might 

accumulate, or at least there 

should be. 

Listen again to the last verse: 

“So it is with those who store 

up treasures for themselves 

but are not rich toward God.” 

It is greed and selfishness that 

the Lord is warning us against. 

This man was thinking only of 

himself, not of others. He was 

not intending to share the 

wealth he had accumulated. 

He says to his soul, “Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, 

be merry.” However, the soul's wealth is measured in 

good deeds, not material possessions. 

We are reminded of another of Jesus’ sayings: “Do not 

store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 

but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21) 

When we gather with family and friends to celebrate the 

Thanksgiving holiday this coming Thursday, we should 

ask ourselves where our heart is. Our tables may be laden 

down with all good things, but are we rich in the eyes of 

God? If our lives were required of us this very night, and 

we were to stand before the Judge, which way would the 

scales tip? 

The spiritual life — the Life in Christ — is about keeping 

the things of this earthly existence in proper perspective. 

The old adage is true: you cannot buy happiness. The 

happy person is the one with a generous and gentle heart. 

We live in a land of abundance, but many go hungry 

around us. We try to make ourselves comfortable with the 

fading things of this life, while many live in squalor. If we 

have been given much, we need to share. If we share then 

Thanksgiving will truly fill our hearts. We will be rich, in 

God’s eyes and in our own as well. 

                                               Fr. Nicholas Apostola 

Eat, Drink, and Be Merry? 
 


