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Brethren, you are the seal of my 
apostleship in the Lord. This is my 
defense to those who would examine 
me. Do we not have the right to our 
food and drink? Do we not have the 
right to be accompanied by a wife, as 
the other apostles and the brothers of 
the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only 
Barnabas and I who have no right to 
refrain from working for a living? 
Who serves as a soldier at his own 
expense? Who plants a vineyard 
without eating any of its fruit?                        
Who tends a flock without getting 
some of the milk? Do I say this on 
human authority? Does not the law 
say the same? For it is written in the 

law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle 
an ox when it is treading out 
the grain." Is it for oxen that God is 
concerned? Does he not speak 
entirely for our sake? It was written 
for our sake, because the plowman 
should plow in hope and the thresher 
thresh in hope of a share in the crop. 
If we have sown spiritual good 
among you, is it too much if we 
reap your material benefits? If others 
share this rightful claim upon you, 
do not we still more? Nevertheless, 
we have not made use of this right, 
but we endure anything rather than 
put an obstacle in the way of the 
gospel of Christ.  
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 Apostle Reading 1 Corinthians 9: 2 - 12 

The Lord said this parable: "The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who wished to settle                     
accounts with his servants. When he 
began the reckoning, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents; and as he could      
not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and 
all that he had, and payment to be 
made. So the servant fell on his 
knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have 
patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.' And out of pity for him 
the lord of that servant released him 
and forgave him the debt. But that 
same servant, as he went out,                 
came upon one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat he said, 
'Pay what you owe.' So his fellow 

servant fell down and besought him, 
'Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you.' He refused and went 
and put him in prison till he should 
pay the debt. When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, 
they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their 
lord all that had taken place. Then 
his lord summoned him and said to 
him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you 
besought me; and should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow 
servant, as I had  mercy on you?' 
And in anger his lord delivered him 
to the jailors, till he should pay all 
his debt. So also my heavenly 
Father will do to everyone of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart."    

                                                 

            

 

HOLY  TRINITY 
ROMANIAN  ORTHODOX CHURCH   

723 N Bodine St. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19123     

Tel./Fax: 215-922-7060   

www.holytrinityphiladelphia.org      

Rev.  Fr.  Timotei AVRAM, Rector   
fr.timavram@gmail.com

       Rev.  Deacon Petru Bogdan MANEA 
pbmanea81@gmail.com         

 S y n a x a r i o n .  S u n d a y  S e p t e m b e r  5 , 2 0 2 1

W e d n e s d a y
S e p t e m b e r  8 : N a t i v i t y  o f  t h e  M o s t  H o l y  T h e o t o k o s

Gospel & Apostle Readings 1 

Milan Medakovic:     
Sermon on the Eleventh       
Sunday after Pentecost 

               
2 

Archim. Iachint Unciuleac: 
Sermon on th e Nativity of  the 
Most Holy Theotokos 

             
3-5                       

Protosingel Ieremia Berbec: 
The Mother of God and Her 
Parents, Joachim and Anna 

6-9

Liturgical Schedule from     
September 5 to September 14,
2021  

9 

    INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

 Gospel Reading Matthew 18: 23 - 35

The 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

http://www.holytrinityphiladelphia.c/


 

      Vol. 14 No. 36                                                                           2                                                                  September 5, 2021 

In today’s Gospel we hear the parable of 

a man that is in debt. He is called before 

the king that he is indebted to settle his 

account. He does not have the resources 

to settle the debt and pleads for mercy. 

The king was merciful and forgave the 

man his debt. This same man as soon as 

he received mercy from the king is 

confronted with the same situation with 

one of his fellow servants. His fellow 

servant asks for mercy in the repayment 

of his debt. However rather than giving mercy to his 

fellow servant he gives judgment; he has his fellow 

servant cast into prison until he can pay the debt. 

The other fellow servants saw the mercy that king had 

given this man and the harshness that he treated his 

fellow servant. They reported this to the king. The king 

then called the man before him and asked why he did not 

show the same mercy to his fellow servant that the king 

had shown to him. Then the king then judged the man 

according to his actions and had him put into prison until 

he could pay the debt. The Gospel ends with “So likewise 

shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if you from 

your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 

trespasses.” (Matthew 18:35) 

This Gospel reminds us that we have a merciful God that 

is ready to forgive our trespasses. All we need to do to 

receive this forgiveness is to humble ourselves and ask 

for forgiveness. For many of us this is a difficult thing 

because our self pride gets in the way. 

Our pride gets in the way because we driven by our self 

will that we can solve all of our own problems. We don’t 

need the help of others or God. As result of this pride we 

struggle with life. 

At some point in time in each of our lives something 

happens to us that makes us give an accounting for our 

life. Many of us turn to God at this point in our lives and 

ask for His mercy. While others would rather not give up 

their will to God and continue to struggle until the end. 

When we are ready to ask for forgiveness and mercy God 

is there for us ready to receive us and show mercy. This is 

so clearly illustrated for us in the Gospel of the Prodigal 

Son that we hear every year as we prepare to enter into 

Great Lent.Today’s Gospel reminds us that not only must 

we be willing to ask for mercy or forgiveness but we must 

be willing to practice forgiveness and mercy. The Gospel  

of Saint Luke further reminds us of 

this when our Lord says “Be you 

therefore merciful, as your Father also 

is merciful.” (Luke 6:36) Our Lord 

even reminds us of this when He 

teaches us to how pray in the prayer 

Our Father; “And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.” (Matthew 

6:12) 

The greatest example of practicing 

forgiveness that we have is when our 

Lord is on the Cross and says “Father, forgive them; for 

they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) This shows 

the extent that we should be willing to forgive. We need 

to be willing to forgive those who persecute us without a 

justifiable cause. 

When it comes to practicing forgiveness and mercy we 

often become impatient with our fellow man. This is 

because we often do not see any progress. We see the 

person doing the same thing over and over again. 

When our Lord was asked by the Apostle Peter how often 

he should forgive sin our Lord replied “Until seventy 

times seven.” (Matthew 18:22) When our Lord said this 

he did not mean a specific number of times. He was using 

the biblical understanding of numbers to explain how 

patient we should be with the sinner or the one that 

trespassed against us. 

The number seven in biblical terms means fullness. Thus, 

seventy times seven means that we are to be willing 

forgive forever. This truly shows the extent of God’s love 

for us and the extent that we must be willing to love the 

sinner. Saint Nikolaj Velimirovic says “He who has no 

patience with us when we sin does not love us” to 

illustrate the importance of patience. He further states 

“Patience, forgiveness and joy are the three greatest 

characteristics of divine love…..Without these three 

characteristics love is not love. If you give the name love 

to anything else, it is as though you were giving the name 

sheep to a goat or a pig.” 

So my dear brothers and sisters in Christ my prayer for 

you is that that you may love your fellow man with 

patience and forgive his trespasses as you ask your 

heavenly Father to forgive your trespasses. Amen 

                                     Fr. Milan Medakovic 

Sermon on the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
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Тhy Nativity, O Virgin, 

has proclaimed joy to                                                   

the whole universe!  

(Troparion of the feast) 

Beloved faithful! 

There are secret joys 

which are impossible to 

express, remaining hid-

den in the human heart, 

living by themselves, 

and dying together with 

the person. There are 

joys which are silent 

and joys which speak. 

There are familial joys 

which do not go beyond 

the threshold of the 

home for very long, and maybe never. Sometimes there 

are inconceivable joys which cannot fit inside the human 

heart, and you want to tell others about them that other 

hearts would immediately feel their blessing. 

Such joy, for which everything groaned for thousands of 

years, is poured out today over the whole Earth with the 

Nativity of the Mother of God. At first small and 

inconspicuous, the joy of the birth of the Virgin Mary 

does not go out beyond the threshold of her elderly and 

divine parents Joachim and Anna. But this joy soon 

leaked out into the streets of little Nazareth, passed 

Galilee, encompassed Jerusalem, and filled the entire 

earth, from one corner to another. For centuries our 

ancestors have borne her in their hearts, honored her 

with such faith and reverence, adorned with bountiful 

prayers and laudatory hymns to the Mother of God. 

The joy of the Nativity of the Most Holy Virgin Mary 

knocks on our doors today, touches our hearts and calls 

us to gather in the holy churches, so as to spiritually 

rejoice together, to pray, to sing and to ask the aid of our 

Lady the Theotokos, honoring her nativity with 

everything we have that is purest, best, and beloved. 

Thus our parents have raised us and taught us; thus our 

great grandfathers have accustomed us; thus all the 

saints of our Church have commanded us. There is no 

saint who would not offer at least a word of praise for the 

Mother of God, from whom salvation has come to the 

whole world. The angels hymned her from Heaven and 

people from Earth. She was prophesied by the prophets. 

The Son of God spoke of her. The holy apostles glorified 

her. 

Her name is often remembered by the martyrs in chains, 

monastics in deserts, mothers at their children’s  bedside,  

virgins in fervent 

prayer, elders at the 

hour of their repose, the 

sick in the furnace of 

suffering, orphans in the 

time of trials, widows in 

their poverty, the poor 

in their depravity, 

travelers in danger, and 

small babies. 

The Mother of God is 

honored equally by the 

powers from above and 

by Christians from 

below; the angelic 

orders and the human 

race; the Seraphim from 

Heaven and monks on Earth; the Heavenly thrones and 

earthly dominions; the Cherubim and Arch-

angels, Angels and saints, and Christians everywhere 

with every breath. It befits us to praise the Theotokos, 

descending in our minds to tiny Nazareth, to where the 

joy of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary first shown in the 

world. 

Come ye who love the feast, and see what wonder is now 

accomplished in the home of Joachim. Come ye mothers 

who love their children, and see who is being held in the 

arms of Anna. Come ye brides, decked in human apparel, 

and see what bride unwedded Jesus Christ has prepared 

for Himself. Come ye chosen virgins, and see what chaste 

virgin is now born on the world. 

Come all, Christian brethren, and see of whom Isaiah 

spoke, whom David proclaimed, whom the Archangel 

Gabriel praised, whom the Church of God now 

celebrates. Come, see whom Anna has born in her barren 

old age, from which old Joachim rejoices, from which 

sinners in Hell smile, from which the saints in Heaven 

rejoice, from which Eve groans no more, from which poor 

Adam has gone silent. 

Come, see why all of Christianity rejoices now, why the 

bells ring so loudly, why the holy churches are adorned 

now with so many flowers and laudatory hymns. 

Come ye saints, praise now she who is chosen from 

among the saints. Come ye angels, let us honor her who is 

more honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious 

beyond compare than the Seraphim. Come ye holy 

apostles, let us magnify her who preached Christ before 

you. Come ye Myrrhbearing Women, let us celebrate her 

who groaned at the Cross of Christ before you. Come ye 

Sermon on the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos 

http://orthochristian.com/99661.html
http://orthochristian.com/42954.html
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mothers, let us praise the mother of our Life with one 

voice. Come ye virgins, to magnify the Virgin with joyous 

songs. Come ye babes, to meet with lamps the Child 

Mary. 

Come ye desert-dwellers; come ye pilgrims; come ye sick; 

come ye mortals, to find and praise our protectress and 

intercessor now. 

Come, Christian brothers from all sides, let us arrange a 

great banquet of joy in the house of David, for now is 

born the hope of our salvation. Now has appeared in the 

world the abode of the Son of God. Today draw nears the 

fulfillment of time; today is raised up the uncut 

mountain; today is elevated the untrodden portal; today 

appears the Heavenly temple. Today Mary is born! 

Today Christianity exults with joy; today the sun breaks 

forth with light; today the moon does rejoice; today the 

stars do whisper; today the flowers gather into a bouquet; 

today all colors combine in harmony; today chanting 

sounds forth in one voice; for today is born Mary in 

Nazareth! 

Today is lit the Divine lamp; today the rose blossoms in 

Nazareth; today the lilies in pagan Galilee have sprouted 

forth; today the treasure of the world is found; today 

Mary is born! 

Today the birds are filled with song; today Christians 

prayer with one heart; today virgins rejoice in harmony; 

today those in Heaven rejoice with those on Earth; today 

babes sing in one voice; for today is born the servant of 

the Lord Mary! 

In the Virgin’s birth we now rejoice. We admire the 

immaculate lily; today the treasure of Nazareth is 

acquired by virtues; we purchase the pearl of the world 

with repentance; the fount of grace we take by humility; 

the locked door we unlatch with the key of prayer; the 

chosen flower of mercy we acquire. 

We bear the heavenly ark in our hearts with love, the 

mother of Life we make our mother through maternal 

life; the living Church, our intercessor, the young Virgin 

Mary we forever hymn with loud doxology and hymns of 

praise, to thereby seize the heart of salvation, to receive 

by her prayers, Paradise and Christ Himself. 

Nazareth is reconciled to Zion by the birth of the Mother 

of God; Galilee with Judea; Greeks with Jews; Heaven 

with Earth; God with man; poor Jesus with woeful Adam. 

The holy churches are united by the prayers of the 

Mother of God; the peoples are reconciled, they come to 

understanding; tempests are calmed; the seas are tamed, 

the waters of temptation are turned back, and all hatred 

and revenge recede. She prays for us when we are born; 

she softens our trials in life; she closes our eyes with 

peace; she asks a place of repose for us in Heaven; she 

prays for us at the Judgment. 

Beloved faithful! 

Unspeakable and ineffable for the tongue are the gifts 

and blessings which the Mother of God gives us always if 

we resort to her with faith throughout our days. 

Therefore, all who want to be saved, ask for mercy from 

the Mother of God; do not be idle, pray, do not sleep, 

hymn the Lord and do not rebuke Him, bless and do not 

curse, have mercy upon the poor and do not skimp, visit 

the sick and do not despise, give rest to pilgrims and do 

not resist, go to the holy churches and do not neglect. 

Go to God but abide in the world, and give with love to 

receive it as a gift. Ever meet one another in prayer, help 

one another, encourage and console, and in one voice 

praise in abundant prayers, and wondrous hymns the 

Most Holy Virgin Mary, who is now born, that the joy of 

her birth would abundantly descend upon us. 

However, none among the sinful and unrepentant dare 

praise the Theotokos with lips defiled and hearts impure. 

None among those wallowing in lust dares without tears 

to kiss the icon of the Pure Virgin who both Heaven and 

Earth praise. None among women who have killed their 

babies, not wanting to be mothers, having not forsaken 

their sin, dare to beseech her who by her birth became 

the holiest Mother of those living on this Earth. None of 

those ashamed by childbearing dare to mock, desiring to 

see the fruit of the holy parents Joachim and Anna—the 

Most Pure Virgin, chosen from the ages to be the mother 

of Christ and mother to us all. 

None among infants and children, disobedient to their 

parents, will seek speedy aid from the Virgin and Infant 

Mary, being a humble servant and in all things obedient. 

Neither those who blaspheme sacred objects, nor those 

filled with hatred, nor liars, nor drunkards, nor the 

unforgiving—none among sinners await help from the 

Mother of God if they have not forgiven one another and 

not repented. 

But those repenting of their sins, remembering death, 

desiring by the path of Confession to lay a beginning of a 

new life—all of you come, venture, proceed: our Savior 

loves you. Come, repent, forgive one another, confess, 

rejoice: The Mother of God awaits you, whose birth we 

now celebrate. Come, cast aside the old, adorn yourself in 

new clothes: The saints in Heaven await you, the Church 

awaits, priests wait for you to come to them for help—just 

come. 
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Beloved faithful! 

Let it be known that every 

person is born on Earth to 

fulfill either one or several 

earthly and Divine roles. 

Some are born to bear the 

pains of childbearing, others 

are born to raise children 

with difficulty, and others to 

rejoice in the works of their 

successors. Some are born 

to be only children, others to 

be fathers and mothers to 

children, and others to be 

children without parents or 

parents without children. 

Some are born just to listen, 

others to teach what is 

useful, and others to do 

good works. Some are born 

to make merry, others to 

suffer more, and others to 

soothe the sick and the tears 

of men. 

sunshine. Everyone is born 

to labor, to suffer, to die; but 

the most important role that we must fulfill on Earth is to 

know Him, believe in Him, and glorify God. This role is 

obligatory and common for all people, in contrast to 

earthly roles neither obligatory nor common to all. 

For conviction, we again bring forth the example of the 

Mother of God. The Virgin Mary was not born for herself. 

She was born for others, for the whole world. She was 

born precisely to bear in her womb, in her heart, and in 

her holy arms Christ, to humbly become a servant of the 

Lord and to be for us a living example worthy of 

emulation. Therefore, the Mother of God, in virtue of her 

election and holiness of life is the greatest God-bearer, 

venerated by the angels in Heaven, and all the saints, and 

people here on Earth. 

The glorious Seraphim and fearsome Cherubim glorify 

her. The saints in Heaven and people on Earth praise her. 

All of creation honors her. Adam ceaselessly inquires of 

her. Eve seeks for her. Mothers groan for her. Widows 

flee to her mercy. Sinners place their hope in her. The 

suffering take shelter under her veil. Pilgrims flee to her 

aid. Mortals invoke her, and we sinners flee to her 

intercessions and prayers. 

But in order to ever rejoice  in  her  aid  and  intercession,  

we now rejoice in her birth, 

and that our joy would be 

full, we must follow her 

angelic life; that is, to 

become God-bearers by 

knowledge and the 

preserving of His 

commandments. After all, 

that is why God created us. 

Every Christian who listens 

to Christ, who loves the way 

of the Church, who lives 

with everyone in love, who 

renders mercy to the poor 

and hates nothing but sin is 

a true Christian—a Christ-

bearer. But he who does not 

love the Church, who hates 

everyone and does not for-

give, who does not confess, 

and does not unite himself 

with the Most Pure Myste-

ries is deprived of the grace 

of the Holy Spirit and left as 

prey for the devil, and rebels 

against Christ by his sins. 

Thus, if we want to bear Jesus Christ in our hearts, let us 

follow the example of the Mother of God, whose nativity 

we now celebrate. Let us bear the fear of God in our 

hearts. Let us bear in our souls Divine love. Ever bear in 

mind the thought of death, on our lips the words of holy 

prayer. Let us have tears of repentance in our eyes and on 

our face the joy of reconciliation and union with Christ. 

By mercy and prayer let us make our home a church, and 

not an infernal cave by drunkenness and lust. Let us 

make our arms a cradle for a child, and not an 

instrument of sin. Let us make our children into children 

of the Church and society, and not agents of destruction. 

If we thus live, we will become true God-bearers, and the 

Mother of God will be the most fervent intercessor for us, 

who by her prayers pours out the joy of Nazareth and 

prosperity in life upon us, and the bliss of Paradise will 

also be with us. 

Amen. 

                                    Archimandrite Iachint Unciuleac 

                               (Source: https://orthochristian.com/) 
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Wisdom hath builded her house, 

she hath hewn out her seven                      

pillars (Proverbs 9:1). 

Here we are, with the gift of God, at 

the most beautiful and joy-giving feast 

of the Nativity of the Mother of 

God. This feast also marks the be-

ginning of the church year. This 

beginning has been placed under 

the sign of joy; joy brought to the 

world by the conception and birth 

of Mother of God from the holy, 

righteous, and divine parents Joa-

chim and Anna. It is proper to thank the Lord for this 

great gift. And especially today we ought to thank the 

good Lord for the great gift He gave us, through the birth 

of Mother of God, the Mother of us all. 

Today, as for all celebration dedicated to the Mother of 

God, we ought to fulfill the prophecy of Mother of God 

who said, Behold, from henceforth all generations shall 

call me blessed (Lk. 1:48). And even if our hymns and 

prayers and veneration be unworthy and far from the 

purity and beauty of the Mother of God, the Mother of 

the Lord will not reject us, but will receive all with moth-

erly love for her children, who are only now learning to 

speak. 

Today we honor the Mother of God, but especially we 

honor all of her ancestors—all the righteous who by their 

deeds and virtues made possible the Mother of God’s 

birth. We especially honor her parents, Saints Joachim 

and Anna, about whom the Holy Fathers say that they 

were righteous before God; and that, in fact, at that time 

on earth there weren’t any people more virtuous, more 

righteous, more holy before God than them. 

The Mother of God is the most beautiful fruit of humani-

ty; everything that mankind had most beautiful and good 

was held in seed in the Mother of God, through her par-

ents. All the virtues of the righteous of the Old Testament 

are found in her. But Mother of God is not only the fruit 

of mankind, but is in fact the synergy of God with hu-

manity. 

That is why I have begun with this phrase: Wisdom hath 

builded her house. In the person of Mother of God, God 

built a house for His Word, the second person of the Holy 

Trinity, the Son of the Heavenly Father. A holy father 

said that our ancestors recklessly wanted to build a tower 

from earth to the sky, and God then descended and                    

confused the languages on earth, to stop them from their  

recklessness. That was the tower of 

Babel. 

That father says that at the same 

time, but in a mysterious way, God 

built on earth another tower, a lad-

der, actually, from heaven to earth—

this is the ladder that the patriarch 

Jacob saw stretching from earth to 

heaven, on which angels of God 

would ascend and descend. 

This, Jacob’s ladder, is the Mother 

of God, on which, as we sing in her 

Akathist, God has descended and man has risen. God has 

descended to us so that we people might become sons of 

God. And this is done through Mother of God. Through 

her intercession, through her prayer, through her care, 

we are made sons of God. 

The holy fathers say to us that the coming of the Mother 

of God in the world was promised to our first parents al-

ready in Heaven, even before their fall. Then it was 

preached by the prophets. Generations had prayed for 

this incarnation of God from the Mother of God and for 

her birth. The Holy Virgin Mary came to be as a blessed 

fruit of her old and happy parents’ lengthy prayer and 

tears. 

As we have said, they were righteous before God but did-

n’t have children until old age. They were both descend-

ants of the royal lineage of David and were living in Naza-

reth of Galilee. They were living their life in deep piety 

and chastity, fasting and good deeds but were wrapped in 

much sadness, being alone, without offspring. But this, 

however, did not discourage them in their waiting. 

Tradition tells us, and it is confirmed by the holy fathers, 

by St. John Damascene, that many times they would pray 

with these words: “God, Adonai, Eloi, Savior! You know 

the shame of lack of children; you know our sadness and 

bitterness. If You would only look upon the humility of 

your servants and grant them a child, we will offer it to 

You. We shall dedicate it to You.” This is how the Holy 

Joachim and Anna would pray. 

The fathers say that at a certain moment they wanted to 

go to Jerusalem and bring offerings but the priest didn’t 

receive their gift, because it was considered that those 

who have no children are cursed by God. This grief which 

was, so to speak, a cover to all bitterness, made them not 

return home. Saint Joachim, as holy tradition mentions, 

went to the desert, and there he prayed, while Saint Anna 

The Mother of God and Her Holy Parents, Joachim and Anna  

 

http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/73758.htm
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/73758.htm
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/97246.htm
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/97246.htm
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/97247.htm
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went back home and enclosed herself in order to spend 

time in prayer. Saint Joachim fasted, and raised his pray-

ers to God that he may become father. He didn’t cease 

praying until he received the answer to his request, which 

was announced by the Holy Archangel Gabriel. 

Accordingly, St. Anna, enclosed in her room, with broken 

heart cried to God, “Hear me, O God of our fathers, and 

bless me as you have blessed Sarah (the woman of Abra-

ham, to be mother). And the Lord heard their prayers, 

blessed them, and fulfilled their wish. He gave them a 

most beautiful baby girl, more wondrous than all won-

ders. Thus, as fruit of prayer and asceticism was born the 

most holy Mother of God. 

The saints say, “What wings had that prayer, what conde-

scension, what untainted hearts of those saints, Joachim 

and Anna, who brought God such prayer and who at-

tained such grace and so great a gift from the Lord. 

Through their prayer was born the one whom the church 

calls the Tabernacle of the Light, the Book of the Word of 

Life, the dwelling place of the Most High, the House of 

Wisdom, and many other names. 

We ought to join the choir of the saints in praising the 

Mother of God. We shall start by saying with St. John 

Damascene, that through the Mother of God was shown 

the work of the Holy Trinity; because she was the daugh-

ter of the Father, who is born today; the mother of the 

Son; and the bride of the Holy Spirit. Do not be afraid to 

sing with the words of the Akathist, “Rejoice unwedded 

Bride,” for she is the bride of the Holy Spirit, as the fa-

thers say. 

Gregory Palamas says some things about the gifts that 

God seeded in the Mother of God. Saint Gregory Pala-

mas, a saint of the Church who had great reverence for 

the Mother of God, said, “It was, therefore, that the one 

who would give birth to the One adorned in beauty more 

than all the sons of men; because the Savior was the most 

beautiful; it was proper, thus, that she be unsurpassed in 

beauty and prepared since childhood, with the wondrous 

beauty totally appropriate to her. From the resemblance 

showed in her with Him, with the Savior, with her Son,         

to be recognized by all as the Son of the ever-virgin 

Daughter. Every eye would see her, to witness her as the 

beginning of the One without body, of the one without 

father, forever.” 

Therefore, Saint Gregory tells us, because Jesus was the 

exact image of the Virgin Mary. He looked like her com-

pletely. The Savior had to be the most beautiful of all 

men,   thus  the  Mother  of  God  was  the  most  beautiful  

woman, the most beautiful creature, because the Savior 

was to look exactly like her. 

“The one who clothes the lilies of the field more beauti-

fully than Solomon’s kingly mantle,” says Saint Gregory, 

“the virgin herself, who was to bear the Man’s body                       

beyond human reason, thus was adorned, making her 

worthy to be admired by all; the divine dwelling of all 

goodness and beauty together, each of them separate. 

Alone among all people of all ages, there was nothing that 

she was lacking, but exceeding all beyond measure as the 

sky surpasses the earth.” 

In her, not only the beauties of the body and of the soul, 

but all gifts that the prophets and all saints partly had, 

she had them fully. Thus God prepared His most sacred 

dwelling, the Mother of God, the Holy of Holies. “Which 

word, I wonder, could describe the beauty of your shin-

ing, O Mother of God, Purest Virgin?” says Saint Gregory. 

“For it is not possible to describe your gifts through 

words or thoughts. All overwhelm mind and mouth.” 

You, alone, most worthy among all people of all the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit; and in more than that, alone, in an 

incomprehensible way, you bore in your womb the One 

who beholds the treasures of all these gifts; and for Him 

your were shown to be the incomprehensible tabernacle. 

It was impossible for God to unite Himself with some-

thing unclean. God could not come into an unclean 

dwelling; that is why the Mother was God was of perfect 

purity. 

The church, through her hymns, last night and today, 

showed us the importance of today’s celebration and told 

us that today is the beginning of joy for the whole world. 

Today have blown the breezes foretelling salvation. This 

is the birth of the Mother of God. Today, Anna the bar-

ren, gives birth to the Daughter of God, chosen from all 

the tribes to be the dwelling for God, the Emperor of all, 

the Dweller. Joy for all the world, from the righteous, 

from Joachim and Anna, has sprung for us, the most 

praised virgin, who for her perfect purity, has become the 

temple of God, and the only Mother of God. 

Today, the curse of old Eve was loosed, because the new 

Eve is born, the Mother of Life. Before even thinking 

about the importance of today’s feast for all of us, let us 

utter one more thing. The Gospel of Saint Luke, read last 

night [at the Vigil for the Nativity of the Mother of God] 

and which is usually read for feasts of the Mother of God, 

talks about the meeting between Mother of God and saint 

Elisabeth, mother of saint John the Forerunner. After the 

Mother of God received the Annunciation, it is said that 
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when the Mother of God greeted Elisabeth, the latter was 

filled of the Holy Spirit. 

The Mother of God was already filled with the Holy Spirit 

from the Annunciation. She was filled with Holy Spirit, 

and as the prophets of old she preached and spoke from 

the Holy Spirit. You all know what I mean. I only want to 

highlight what Saint Elisabeth said: And whence is this to 

me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? And 

blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a perfor-

mance of those things which were told her from the 

Lord (Lk. 1:43, 45). I would like to emphasize, blessed is 

she. St. Elisabeth spoke, but the Gospel tells us that she 

spoke being filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 

testified through the mouth of St. Elisabeth that the 

Mother of God is blessed. Why? Because she has believed 

that what was said to her from the Lord will be exactly 

fulfilled. I wanted to add this, because there are so many 

who call themselves Christians and who do not honor the 

Mother of God. 

If we, according to the Gospel, have uttered from the Ho-

ly Spirit through Saint Elisabeth’s lips that blessed are 

you who believe, how could we not honor the Mother of 

God if God Himself, the Holy Spirit, honors her? As she 

herself said, From henceforth all generations shall call 

me blessed, not from herself, but being filled with the 

Holy Spirit, she prophesied what will happen. How could 

we not honor her, when she grants us so many good 

things and blessings, heeds so many prayers, cures so 

many illnesses, works so many wonders? It is impossible 

not to honor her. She only said what will happen, not that 

she is expecting this praise. Our praises don’t affect her; 

she renders them all to the Savior, but she is happy, of 

course, when her children give her proper honor and ven-

eration. 

There are many things to be said at this beautiful and 

joyful celebration. We would like to highlight two things. 

The first is the virtue of the holy parents Joachim and 

Anna, their long patience and their hope beyond hope. As 

the Scripture says, their prayer would be heard; and we 

see what a righteous, holy thing it was that God didn’t 

fulfill their demand immediately. He waited a long time 

before accomplishing it. 

This we should learn, that if God delays in fulfilling a re-

quest, and that we want to be according to His will and 

beneficial, it doesn’t mean that we should stop praying—

certainly not. The righteous Joachim and Anna fulfilled  

what the Savior advised us afterwards. He told us: Ask 

and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 

and it shall be opened unto you. And then, For every one 

that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and 

to him that knocketh it shall be opened (Matt. 7:7-8). The 

Savior didn’t command us to stop praying. There is no 

justification for ceasing prayer or losing hope. 

Saints Joachim and Anna are a perfect example of this—

when physically the birth was no longer possible, their 

prayer conquered nature; they believed that God can con-

quer nature, as He had done with Abraham and Sarah, 

and with other righteous women such as Anna, the moth-

er of prophet Samuel and many others who through pray-

er received children. They believed that God can conquer 

nature. We should do the same—believe that God can 

conquer our helplessness and our unworthiness and scar-

city of belief, straighten our shortcomings, and fulfill our 

request. But we should not stop praying. 

The Savior gave us many examples of how to pray and 

not stop until we receive an answer to our request. 

In connection with the virtue of these holy parents, we 

also highlight, as the holy fathers say, their yearning for 

children. How much did they pray to receive a child! This 

should be an example for us nowadays, as we all know 

that there is a fashion, a sinful fashion, an evil (forgive 

me) I may say, for people to make children [artificially], 

to prevent the conception of children, and even worse, to 

kill them after they have been conceived in the womb, 

through abortion. How they toiled, Saint Joachim and 

Anna, to receive a child, and how lightly some of us kill 

them. 

That is why today we would like to urge you: Every time 

you see somebody in a pregnancy crisis (as we call it 

nowadays), which says to the women that they have con-

ceived but they are obligated to abort, let us go to Sts. 

Joachim and Anna, and to ask them to strengthen that 

woman and the family, so that the child would be born 

and not killed. And because they have received so much 

grace before God, and have received the greatest gift pos-

sible, they will surely intervene and will be intercessors 

for that person, so that God will strengthen her to give 

birth to that child. 

The hymn says, “O the wonder, the Mother of God is my 

mother,” about each and every one of us. So we read in 

the Akathist, and so the holy fathers say. The fathers say, 

and it’s seen in lives of the saints, that the Mother of God, 

although surrounded by so many angelic, beautiful and 

sweet hymns, on the throne of glory given her by her Son, 
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prefers instead of sitting on that throne to be at the bed 

of the sick, near those who are full of sorrows, because 

she greatly loves mankind. She loves us greatly, she helps 

greatly, and wants to bring us comfort. We have many 

examples like this in the lives of the saints. 

In the life of Saint Jonah of Kiev, is related that during 

the Crimean war, Mother or God and St. Anastasia came 

and woke Saint Jonah during the night and took him 

with them. They were going to the hospital, opening 

wounds to clean the pus—doing all that a doctor or a 

nurse does. The Mother of God was doing this with her 

own hands and St. Anastasia, and Saint Jonah was help-

ing them. This is the Mother of God. She does not remain 

sitting in glory. One religious person was shown Heaven, 

and when he reached the throne of the Mother of God, he 

saw an empty throne. “How can that be? Where is the 

Mother of God?” he asked. 

She is on earth, taking care of the suffering. This is the 

Mother of God. Father Arsenie (Papacioc) said that 

Mother of God sacrifices herself permanently and suffers 

for us. And I believe that she may even struggle with the 

heavenly judge, defending the helpless who ask her for 

help. Beyond imagination and beyond any entitlement 

she loves even the bad ones, even the indifferent ones. No 

sinner, no matter how great, should not despond, should 

not lose hope if Mother of God defends him—for she will 

not desert him. “O happy hope, O safe refuge—the Moth-

er of God is my mother.” Father Arsenie said that once a 

sinner was praying to the Mother of God to “show thyself 

as my mother,” and the Mother of God answered, “Show 

thyself as a son of mine”. This is the Mother of God’s 

message to us to behave, and to show ourselves as being 

her children. Let us pray to her to make us her children. 

This is the most beautiful and easy way to become a 

Christian. 

It is proper to conclude with the praise of the church in 

honor of the Mother of God, “Rejoice, O thou who art full 

of the Holy Spirit, Mary, the Lord is with thee.” And 

through thee, with all of us. Amen. 

 

                                Protosingel Ieremia Berbec                                

         (Translation by Luminita Nitol. Edited by OrthoChristian.com                                                                                                 

 and ortodoxradio) 

 

                                    

Sunday September 5 
(Eleventh Sunday after Pente-
cost):                                                         
9:00 am - Matins                                                                    
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                                                     
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour 

Wednesday September 8 -                            
Nativity of  the Most                                  
Holy Theotokos:                                    
9:00 am - Matins                           
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy                                                                                           
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour 

Sunday September 12 
(Sunday before the Elevation 
of the Holy Cross):                                                         
9:00 am - Matins                                                                    
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                                       
11:00 - Sunday School                                                   
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour 

Wednesday September 14 -     
Elevation of the Holy Cross 
(Strict fast):                                                         
9:00 am - Matins                           
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy                                                                                           
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour 
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