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 Brethren, having gifts that dif-

fer according to the grace given 

to us, let us use them: if prophe-

cy, in proportion to our faith; if 

service, in our serving; he who 

teaches, in his teaching; he who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; he 

who contributes, in liberality; he 

who gives aid, with zeal; he who 

does acts of mercy, with cheer-

fulness. Let love be genuine; 

hate what is evil, hold fast to 

what is good; love one another 

with brotherly affection; outdo 

one another in showing honor. 

Never flag in zeal, be aglow                   

with the Spirit, serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in your hope, be patient 

in tribulation, be constant                          

in prayer. Contribute to the 

needs of the saints, practice                

hospitality. Bless those who              

persecute you; bless and do                        

not curse them.  

 

 

The 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Gospel Reading Matthew 9: 1 - 8 

 Apostle Reading Romans 12: 6 - 14 

D o r m i t i o n  F a s t  B e g i n s ) :             
P r o c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  C r o s s ;  H o l y  7  M a c c a b e a n  M a r t y r s ;  

 

  

At that time, getting into a boat 

Jesus crossed over and came to 

his own city. And behold, they 

brought to him a paralytic, lying 

on his bed; and when Jesus saw 

their faith he said to the paralyt-

ic, "Take heart, my son; your 

sins are forgiven." And behold, 

some of the scribes said to 

themselves, "This man is blas-

pheming." But Jesus, knowing 

their thoughts, said, "Why do 

you think evil in your hearts? 

For which is easier, to say                          

'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say 

'Rise and walk?' But that you 

may know that the Son of                       

man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins" he then said to the 

paralytic -- "Rise, take up your 

bed and go home." And he                          

rose and went home. When the 

crowds saw it, they were afraid, 

and they glorified God, who           

had given such authority to 

men.  
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The ministry of Christ in the 

world is the reconciliation of 

God and man. Every sermon, 

every trip, every miracle, eve-

ry chastisement, they all have 

the goal of showing the audi-

ence the way back to God. In 

our Church, this can’t be 

stressed enough. The Christi-

an life doesn’t get its purpose 

from our being good, or follo-

wing laws, its not a life of mo-

rality. The Christian life is 

also not a selfish life focused 

on our earthly or even hea-

venly satisfaction. The minis-

try of Christ was to reconcile 

God and man. Everything in 

the Christian life is revealed 

to us to heal the rift that sin 

has caused between every 

human being and their Crea-

tor. This is the purpose of the Christian life. We are crea-

ted to live with God; this includes following His will and 

partaking in His blessings…as effects of the primary 

goal—my life with God. 

This is why many of the Church Fathers use the image of 

a hospital for the Church, Christ as the good physician, 

the sacraments and the ascetic life as medicine for our 

healing. Obviously, it’s not an exactly parallel image, but 

what this image reveals to us goes right to the heart of 

our lives as Christians. Christ was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the Virgin Mary to bridge the gap between God 

and man, to bring healing to the broken situation of hu-

manity. This is our focus—what must I do so that the 

work of Christ will not be for nothing? Or in more 

worldly language, as the rich man asked Christ—what 

must I do to be saved? 

In the Gospel lesson this morning, we have this question 

addressed by both words and actions. Firstly, we must 

always remember that no matter what we might do, the 

work in the spiritual life of the Christian is the work of 

Christ. It doesn’t matter what the friends of this paralytic 

do for him, and it doesn’t matter what he does for him-

self, none of that will heal him. He would remain pa-

ralyzed apart from Christ. So the friends bring                                   

the man, obviously with his cooperation, he’s  brought  to  

Christ. And it’s at that point 

that healing begins. The 

healing happens with 

Christ; He heals. But it’s 

also important to remember 

the work that the man and 

his friends did—that’s the 

smallest part of the work, 

but essential. The paralytic 

was brought to Christ; wit-

hout this action, the miracle 

wouldn’t have happened. 

Christ does the work of hea-

ling our souls and bringing 

us to the Father; but what 

we do does matter. We do 

what Christ has asked us to 

do in the Gospel, love God, 

love our brother, the Beati-

tudes, this small part we 

offer, and then God works 

the miracle of our soul’s 

healing as He knows is best (His timeline). 

Second, the “work” pointed out in this miracle, and in 

many of our Lord’s miracles, is faith. “Jesus saw their 

faith…” (Matthew 9: 2). In other places we hear, “your 

faith has made you well,” or “I haven’t seen such faith as 

this in all of Israel,” and then a miracle is performed. Fr. 

Jonah Paffhausen, soon to be an assistant bishop in our 

diocese, writes that faith and belief are different things 

(using these two words to make a point about what faith 

is not). Belief is a rational acceptance of God, and that’s 

not enough. And even the most committed Christians 

sometimes struggle with belief, because our faith can’t be 

indisputably rationally proven. Faith is much deeper; we 

know, as Christians, in the depths of our soul that our 

Orthodox faith is True. Faith changes one’s life. The fri-

ends of the paralytic didn’t just believe some facts about 

Christ, they had a faith that enabled them to act and 

bring their friend to God. God reveals Himself to the hu-

man soul, and this revelation is the strengthening of our 

faith. So even when our rational belief falters, our faith 

can remain strong. Don’t get down, the Fathers teach, 

when the demons attack us with doubt, because these 

doubts are on a rational level and they don’t come from 

our minds. Our relationship with Christ is built on faith—

on our living and active relationship with God. 

Homily on the 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
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Sunday August 1 (Sixth         
Sunday after Pentecost):                                                                 
9:00 am - Matins                                                                        
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy  
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour  
 
Friday August 6 -  Trans-
figuration of Our Lord:                                                    
9:00 am - Matins                                                                    
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                                                 
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour  
                                                                                          
Sunday August 8
(Seventh Sunday                                  
after Pentecost):                                                                                  
9:00 am - Matins                                                                    
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                                                 
12:00 pm - Coffee Hour  
 
 
                                                
                                          
    
 

 
                                                                 

                                          

We also see very vividly this morning the focus of the minis-

try of Christ—“your sins are forgiven” (Matthew 9: 2) He 

tells the man. Later comes bodily healing, but whether the 

man can walk or not has no bearing on his relationship with 

God. The state of his soul determines his relationship with 

God—his sins are forgiven, and in that moment he’s reconci-

led with God. The work that Christ has come to do is done. 

The other miracle, the healing of the man’s physical infirmi-

ty, St. John Chrysostom tell us this is done to witness to the 

scribes present the fact that Christ was the Messiah. Because 

of sin in the world, because of humanities separation from 

God by sin, physical infirmities plague an enormous portion 

of the world’s population. Sometimes, Christ heals these wo-

unds. But this paralytic, his body is not completely whole—

eventually he dies. Even Lazarus, raised from the dead by 

Christ, he dies again. Our Great Physician makes us right 

with God; we’re healed for all of eternity when our sins are 

forgiven and our life is “hid with Christ in God” (Colossians 

3:3). Physical suffering is part of life on this earth, and as 

Christians we know that this suffering is evil, but we also 

know that it’s temporary, and ultimately it’s not our focus in 

the Christian life. These “Christians” that preach health and 

wealth are entirely off the mark; Christ never promises 

physical health, but total spiritual healing—which does bring 

“earthly happiness” in the sense that we’re fulfilling the pur-

pose for our creation when we’re in a proper relationship 

with Christ. The Fathers the Church teach that spiritual 

health is our attainable goal in this world, and physical 

health is a gift of the next. 

Finally, this walk with Christ, this healing offered to us by 

the Great Physician, is a source of unending joy. “Be of good 

cheer,” Christ tells the paralytic this morning (Matthew 9: 

2). The peace that passes all understanding, true and lasting 

joy, comes to us only when we’re in a right relationship with 

Christ; only when we’re entirely given to the work of God in 

our lives. Any other state we find ourselves in will be hell, 

because man finds his only fulfillment in Christ. As Bishop 

Kallistos (Ware) is so famous for saying (perhaps repeating), 

God became man not only so that man could become god, 

but firstly, so that man could become truly man. 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever! 

 

    Fr. Matthew Jackson 

 (Source: https://priestmatthewjackson.wordpress.com/) 

HOLY TRINITY’S                                
Liturgical Schedule                              

from                                      
August 1 to August 8,                              

2021 
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Seeing is believing.  It is 

one thing to hear an 

interesting story or to 

entertain a bright idea. 

It is far different, 

however, to encounter 

an event or to participa-

te in a situation such 

that we know its truth 

and are changed as a 

result.  That is precisely 

what the apostles Peter, 

James, and John expe-

rienced on Mount Ta-

bor when they were 

enabled to behold the 

divine glory of Jesus 

Christ, Who shone 

brightly with light as 

the voice of the Father 

identified Him as His 

beloved Son. 

St. Peter writes in to-

day’s epistle reading 

that he                      did 

not proclaim “cleverly 

devised myths” about Christ, for those who beheld the 

Transfiguration “were eyewitnesses of His ma-

jesty.”  The gospels make clear that the disciples were not 

looking for a Messiah Who was truly divine, but for a 

righteous national leader like King David.  Peter famous-

ly rejected the Lord’s prediction of His crucifixion and 

denied Him three times.  He was restored as the chief 

apostle and went to his death as a martyr, not because he 

had made up stories about a crucified and risen Lord, but 

because the Savior had revealed Himself to Peter as truly 

the Son of God.  And he surely did not understand the 

full meaning of the Transfiguration when it occurred, as 

it was not until after the resurrection that Christ “opened 

their minds to understand the Scriptures.” (Lk 

24:27)   Indeed, the Lord said to Peter, James, and John, 

“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of man is risen from 

the dead.”  It was only from the perspective of the resur-

rection, which no one anticipated, that the disciples could 

understand what it meant for Christ to be the Son of God. 

The truth revealed at the Transfiguration may not be con-

veyed simply in words or ideas.  It had to be seen, heard, 

and experienced in a way that made Peter, James, and 

John participants as whole persons in the divine glory.  

The Lord graciously 

opened the eyes of their 

souls, filling them with 

the divine energies such 

that they could catch a 

glimpse of His holy ma-

jesty.  He enabled them 

to hear the voice of the 

Father, and like Moses 

before the Burning 

Bush, they fell on their 

faces “and were filled 

with awe.”  As is shown 

by the disappearance of 

Moses  

and Elijah, He enabled 

them to see His superio-

rity to the Law and the 

Prophets of the Old Tes-

tament. They did not 

simply have thoughts or 

feelings about Christ; 

no, they truly experien-

ced Him from the 

depths of their souls as 

the Son of God.  

The change that occurred that day was not in the Lord 

Himself, Who is eternally radiant with the divine glory in 

a way beyond our compre-hension. The change was in 

the disciples, for Christ opened the eyes of their souls to 

behold His infinite holiness, to the extent that they were 

able as human beings.   If we observe this feast simply by 

celebrating the doctrinal teaching of Christ’s divinity or 

the great mystical experience of the apostles, we will have 

excluded ourselves from the full meaning of this 

event.  For as in all feasts of the Church, the point is not 

simply to look back at what happened long ago.  It is, in-

stead, to enter into the eternal truth that is revea-

led.   And on this great day of the Transfiguration, the 

only appropriate way to celebrate is to cooperate with the 

gracious divine energies of our Lord so that we also will 

behold His divine glory.  That means that we too must 

become transfigured through personal union with the 

Son of God such that His eternal majesty permeates our 

existence, making us shine brightly like an iron left in the 

fire.  

As with Peter, who rejected the Lord’s prediction of His 

death and then denied Him three times, we might well 

prefer another kind of religion with expectations not                  

Seeing is Believing 
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quite so high.  Shining with the uncreated light may be 

more than we want to pursue.  It may be more appealing 

to follow an imaginary King David in waging war against 

those we consider our enemies and to set up a social or-

der that rewards those we think are righteous like oursel-

ves.  Maybe we would prefer someone pretending to be 

Moses or Elijah who would provide instructions that we 

think good people like us can easily follow on how to live 

differently from those we like to condemn.   

Such sentiments are terrible 

misinterpretations, of co-

urse.  These Old Testament 

saints never pointed to some 

easy kind of self-serving reli-

gion, but were misinterpreted 

in first-century Palestine by 

those who worshiped an 

earthly kingdom or their own 

self-righteousness.  If we go 

down that path, we will end 

up repudiating Christ as sure-

ly as did those idolaters. 

The only fitting way to cele-

brate the Transfiguration is by embracing as fully as pos-

sible the countless opportunities that we have to grow in 

holiness as we open the eyes of our souls to participate in 

the glory of God by grace.  I have a warning for you, 

however.  If the thought ever occurs to you, “Gosh, I’m 

becoming really holy now,” pay it no attention at all and 

instead say the Jesus Prayer or at least focus your mind 

on something other than your own deluded thoughts un-

til it goes away.  The more transfigured we are in holi-

ness, the more aware we will be of our sinfulness and the 

infinite distance between our current spiritual state and 

the perfection to which our Lord calls us.  The path to 

shining with light begins with a humble, honest accep-

tance of the darkness in our lives.  The path also continu-

es along that route.  That is precisely why we need to be 

transfigured so that we, who are filled with darkness, will 

become radiant with the brilliant light of the Lord.  But 

we must be prepared:  the more you step into His light, 

the more obvious the spots of darkness will be.  The bet-

ter focused the eyes of our souls are, the more we will be 

aware of our need for His healing and strength. 

A very common temptation, then, is to give up. Why                     

pray,   when  our   minds   wander?    Why  fast,  when  we 

become obsessed with food?  Why come to Confession, 

when we fall right back into our familiar sins?  Why try                       

to do anything  pleasing  to God,  when it does not give us  

what we want?  Well, that is the problem.  As long as we 

think about getting the spiritual results that we want on 

our schedule and in our own way, we will not be transfi-

gured in holiness.  We will, instead, remain captive to 

some form of idolatrous spiritual pride that will blind us 

to the truth of where stand before the Lord. 

If we want to enter into the joy of this great feast of our 

salvation, we must persistently walk into the light by ope-

ning the eyes of our souls to the blinding glory of our Sa-

vior.  We will often not like 

what we see in ourselves as a 

result, but by stumbling for-

ward as best we can, con-

stantly calling out for His 

mercy, the Lord will change, 

strengthen, and purify us.  In 

ways that we cannot yet un-

derstand, He will make us “a 

lamp shining in a dark place” 

that gives light and hope to a 

world that so desperately ne-

eds to be healed by union 

with His gracious divine ener-

gies.  The message of this feast is not to lose heart, but to 

press on in faithfulness.  For the darkness is simply the 

absence of light and a sign that we have yet more room to 

embrace the blessed life of Christ. 

We celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord already 

knowing of His resurrection, by which He has illumined 

even the tomb.  Let this sink in:  There is no darkness in 

our souls or in our world that our crucified and risen 

Lord cannot make radiant with His gracious divine ener-

gies.  We must, however, do our part by opening the 

darkness in our lives to His healing light.  Even as we 

stumble and fall, we must continue to do so with abiding 

trust in His mercy for blind sinners such as oursel-

ves.  For though we do not yet have the eyes to see it, that 

is how our gracious Lord will make us shine with holy 

light for our salvation and that of the entire world.  Let us 

join St. Peter, then, in living as “eyewitnesses of His ma-

jesty.”  For seeing is believing. 

 

                                         Fr. Philip LeMasters                                                         
  (Source: https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/) 

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/

