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Brethren, when Christ who is 

our life appears, then you also 

will appear with him in glory. 

Put to death therefore what                       

is earthly in you: fornication, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is                              

idolatry. On account of these     

the wrath of God is coming upon 

the sons of disobedience.                             

In these you once walked,                      

when you lived in them. But now 

put them all away; anger, wrath,  

malice, slander, and foul talk 

from your mouth. Do not lie to 

one another, seeing that you 

have put off the old  nature                    

with its practices and have put 

on the new nature, which is                

being renewed in knowledge     

after the image of  its creator. 

Here there cannot be Greek              

and Jew, circumcised and uncir-

cumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave, free man,  but Christ is all, 

and in all.  
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29th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Gospel Reading Luke 17:12-19  

 

  

At that time, as Jesus entered a 

village, He was met by ten lep-

ers, who stood at a distance and 

lifted up their voices and said: 

"Jesus, Master, have mercy on 

us." When He saw them He said 

to them, "Go and show your-

selves to the priests." And as 

they went they were cleansed. 

Then one of them, when he saw 

that he was healed, turned back, 

praising God with a loud voice; 

and he fell on his face at Jesus's 

feet, giving Him thanks. Now he 

was a Samaritan. Then said Je-

sus: "Were not ten cleansed? 

Where are the nine? Was no one 

found to return and give praise 

to God except this foreigner?" 

And He said to him: "Rise and 

go your way; your faith has 

made you well."  

Synaxarion.  

H o l y  Ve n e r a b l e  A n t h o n y  t h e  G r e a t ;                                           
H o l y  Ve n e r a b l e  A n t h o n y  t h e  N e w  o f  Ve r i a  

 Apostle Reading Colossians 3:4-11  

  

Gospel & Apostle Readings 1 

Fr. Philip LeMasters:                             
Gratitude Gives Rise to Faith 

                    

Fr. Nicholas Apostola:                              
Christ is All and in All 

                                               

Liturgical Schedule:                                                      
January 16 -24, 2021   
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There is a lot of evi-

dence that writing 

down five things for 

which you are grateful 

each day is good for 

your health, both men-

tally and physical-

ly.  Doing so is associat-

ed with lower rates of 

depression, anxiety, 

and pain and with a 

higher sense of well-

being.  Perhaps that is 

because it is the very 

nature of the human 

person to be the recipi-

ent of God’s bless-

ings.  The more we give 

thanks for all that God 

has done for us, the 

more we embrace the 

reality of who we 

are.  The word 

“eucharist” means 

thanksgiving, and in the anaphora of the Divine Liturgy 

of St. John Chrysostom, the priest thanks God for bring-

ing us into being out of nothing and for raising us up 

from sin into the life of the heavenly Kingdom.  “For all 

these things, we give thanks unto Thee and to Thine on-

ly-begotten Son and Thy Holy Spirit: for all things we 

know and of which we know not, for all the benefits be-

stowed upon us, both manifest and unseen.” God’s 

blessings are so overwhelmingly mysterious that we 

surely cannot count them fully. 

Given what we do know about the divine mercy we have 

received, gratitude must become an abiding characteris-

tic of our lives.   That means that we must become like 

the Samaritan leper in today’s gospel reading. The only 

one of the ten lepers who returned to thank Christ for 

healing him from the most dreaded disease of that time 

was a hated Samaritan, someone considered a foreigner 

and a heretic by the Jews.  Leprosy separated its victims 

from anyone who did not have it. The men had stood at 

a distance from Christ when they called out for healing, 

for they were considered dangerously unclean. After 

being delivered from such a terrible malady, the Samari-

tan fell down before Him in gratitude.  Then the Lord 

said, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you 

well.” 

If we want to cultivate 

the kind of faith that 

makes us well, that ena-

bles us to participate 

personally in the Sav-

ior’s healing of our 

souls, we must do the 

same thing.  The other 

nine who were healed 

of their disease were 

not mindful of the 

meaning of what Christ 

had done for them.   

They were surely happy 

to be healed, but they 

were so self-centered 

that they reacted simply 

as people who had                                        

got  what  they want-

ed. They were done 

with Christ and did                       

not need Him anymore. 

They made their en-

counter with Him all 

about themselves getting what they had desired.  Then it 

was time to move on to the next item on their agenda. 

We are surely often just like them, for we try to use God 

simply to get whatever we want.  When we convince 

ourselves that that is happening, it is easy to develop an 

inflated sense of how righteous we must be.  We may 

think that we must be pretty holy in order to receive 

special favors from the Lord.  Of course, thinking in this 

way shows how spiritually ill we remain.  It is simply the 

human condition to be the recipient of God’s blessings, 

“For He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sends rain on the just and on the un-

just.” (Matt. 5:45) The Bible is full of warnings against 

the temptations faced by those who seem to have the 

most in life.  As St. James wrote, “Come now, you rich, 

weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon 

you. Your riches have rotted and your garments are 

moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have corroded, and 

their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat 

your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last 

days. Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your 

fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out 

against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached 

the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth 

Gratitude Gives Rise to Faith 
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in luxury and in self-indulgence.” (Jas. 5: 1-5) Contrary 

to popular opinion, there is no reason to believe that 

those who are successful by worldly standards are being 

especially rewarded by God for their righteousness.  As 

Christ taught, in His Kingdom “the last will be first and 

the first last.”  (Matt. 20: 16) 

Perhaps the Samaritan returned to give thanks because 

he had never expected to find healing from the Jewish 

Messiah.  He knew that, in the 

eyes of the Jews, he was con-

sidered sinful and an out-

cast.  Nonetheless, he obeyed 

the Lord’s command to head 

toward the temple in Jerusa-

lem to show himself to the 

priests.  That must have been 

a very difficult instruction for 

a Samaritan to obey, for the 

Samaritan temple was not in 

Jerusalem, but on Mount Ger-

izim.  The Jewish temple was 

no place for a Samaritan; he 

surely would not have been 

welcome there.  Nonetheless, 

he set out toward Jerusalem 

with the other lepers.  When he realized that he had 

been healed, he was the only one to return to thank the 

Savior for this life-changing miracle. 

This man did not have the pride of someone who ex-

pected everything to go his way because of his heritage 

or personal accomplishments.  He could take nothing 

for granted and was profoundly thankful for a blessing 

he had never expected would come his way.  He was tru-

ly humble and thus had the spiritual clarity to see that 

the only appropriate response to his healing was to fall 

down before Christ in gratitude.  That is how he showed 

the faith that made him well. 

All of us experience challenges that can destroy our illu-

sions about ourselves.  That is very often a good thing, 

for it is a common human failing to think that we are 

blessed in reward for our own virtues.  When we find 

ourselves up against difficult circumstances beyond our 

control that reveal our weakness and brokenness, the 

eyes of our souls may open a bit to the truth about who 

we really are.  Despite our prideful assumptions, we are 

just like everyone else in a world corrupted by sin and 

death.  Like a Samaritan leper begging for healing, we 

have no more claim on getting what we want in this life 

than anyone else.   In Christ Jesus, as St. Paul wrote, we  

have received the same calling extended to all to “put off 

the old nature with its practices and…put on the new 

nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of its Creator.  Here there cannot be Greek and 

Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythi-

an, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.” 

We are all dependent upon the mercy of the Lord for our 

very existence and for every bit of joy in our 

lives.  Though we must cooperate 

with His grace in order to find 

the healing of our souls, we may 

take no more credit for our sal-

vation than the Samaritan leper 

could for his healing.  That is 

precisely why our lives must be 

characterized by gratitude, 

which means not only counting 

our blessings and thanking God 

for them.  It also means living 

thankfully such that we offer 

every dimension of our lives in 

union with Christ’s great Self-

Offering on the Cross for our 

salvation.  That means living 

eucharistically such that we be-

come like the bread and wine fulfilled by the transform-

ing power of the Holy Spirit as our Lord’s Body and 

Blood.  Bread and wine are common things of this world 

with no great significance in and of themselves.  But 

when offered for the Eucharist, they become our com-

munion in Christ, our participation in the Heavenly 

Banquet. 

If we receive the Lord’s Body and Blood, we have an ob-

ligation to live as those who are in communion with 

Him.  That is possible not as a reward for good behavior, 

but because the Lord has offered Himself, His Body and 

Blood, for our salvation.  He shares His life with us and 

we must, in turn, unite ourselves to Him so closely that 

we become beautiful living icons of His salvation.  If we 

do not, we show a lack of both gratitude and faith.  Only 

those who are sincerely thankful can develop the faith to 

entrust themselves to the Lord.  If we want to offer our 

souls to receive Christ’s healing, we must begin with 

gratitude for all that He has done for us.  Remember 

that that is how the Samaritan leper came to hear these 

words: “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you 

well.” 

                                     Fr. Philip LeMasters  

 

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/
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With the close of the 

holiday celebra-

tions that began with 

the feast of the Lord’s 

birth and ended with 

his baptism in the                         

Jordan — his Epipha-

ny, we return to the          

regular cycle of Scrip-

ture readings. In the 

weeks before Christmas 

the readings                               

were taken from St. 

Paul’s Letter to the                        

Colossians. This Sun-

day we resume reading 

from that Letter. The 

selection is: Chapter 3, 

verses 4-11. 

To refresh your 

memory, Colossae was 

a community composed 

largely of Gentile             

converts, but also with 

a substantial Jewish 

component. Some of 

them were falling un-

der the influence of 

gnostic teachers — what       

today we might call “new age” thinkers. There was a lot 

of syncretistic thinking and behavior, a kind of mix-and-

match approach to the spiritual life. Paul wanted to ad-

dress what he saw as the dangers of these tendencies 

straight on. 

This Letter has two distinct parts. Paul starts out by ad-

dressing questions of faith. There were real doctrinal 

problems in the Colossian community, and he wanted to 

get them back on the right track. The verses we read to-

day are the opening thoughts to the second part: how 

Christians should live. In order to make his point about 

the new life that Christ offers us, he draws on imagery 

and language from the Baptismal rite. He bridges his 

discussion of doctrine and faith to his thoughts on 

Christian living by reminding the Colossians of their 

baptism. Very probably, much of what St. Paul wrote to 

them was part of their catechetical instruction when 

they were preparing for baptism. 

I should say one more thing. Often when the portions of 

St. Paul’s letters are read during the Liturgy,  people  can  

be left perplexed, won-

dering what it meant. 

St. Paul’s Letters were 

meant to be read as a 

whole, and even stud-

ied. It may be hard to 

appreciate the fact that 

they are usually very 

pastoral and even emo-

tional, when we only 

hear them in small 

snippets, dare I say, 

sound bites. This 

week’s reading is a 

good example of this. 

He uses the images of 

death in the waters of 

Baptism and the new 

life in Christ which we 

have been given. But 

the selected reading 

only gives us the first 

part. We have to wait 

until next week to get 

the second. So if you 

don’t understand the 

whole context, the 

opening verses can be 

a little jarring.  Listen  

to  what  he  says:  “Put  to  death, therefore, whatever in 

you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the 

wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 

These are the ways you also once followed, when you 

were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such 

things — anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive lan-

guage from your mouth”  (v. 3:  5-8). 

If you have attended a baptism recently, you probably 

recognize many of these phrases from the first part of 

the service, the exorcisms. When we hear these words 

read again, it reminds us of the “old man” we left behind 

when we embraced Christ. Think about that moment in 

the baptismal service where, after having renounced 

Satan and joined Christ, the person who is to be bap-

tized is led by the priest toward the font. Now listen to 

the next verses from today’s reading: “You have stripped 

off the old self with its practices and have clothed your-

selves with the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge according to the image of its creator.” (v. 9-

10) These verses echo what he wrote to the Galatians: 

Christ is All and in All 
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“As many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ.” (v. 3: 27) We sing these 

words at every baptism and at every Divine Liturgy that 

was traditionally a day for baptisms, like Pascha, The-

ophany and Christmas. It is a regular reminder of our 

baptismal commitment and vow. 

In order to emphasize this change we undergo in Christ 

— the “new nature, which is being renewed in 

knowledge after the image of its creator” (v. 10) — he 

speaks of the disappearance of social barriers in the 

Christian community, such that, “there is no longer 

Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, bar-

barian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in 

all!” (v. 11). He says something similar in Galatians: 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 

slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all 

of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (3:28) 

Because so many people who called and call themselves 

Christians have behaved in discriminatory and even 

horrific ways toward other from them, it can be easy to 

forget that Christianity and the Church has been the 

greatest liberating force in human history. One doesn’t 

need to look very hard to see how over the millennia 

people who were poor and marginalized were able to 

rise out of their situations in societies that were frozen 

by social position and class through the Church. As 

Christians we need to remember St. Paul’s words and 

help to make our parish communities examples of the 

new humanity that we find in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Christian faith is regularly criticized as a regressive 

force in our modern world. All religious faith is often 

characterized as a source of division and even war. It is 

true that faith is a powerful motivating force, and some-

times people act badly, thinking it is what God wants. 

But we know that Christ came to restore humanity, not 

to destroy it. We know that we are called to renew and 

reshape ourselves according to the image of him who 

created us. Let us act on it. Each of us needs to listen to 

God’s call and let it enter our hearts. 

 

                                            Fr. Nicholas Apostola  

 

 
HOLY TRINITY’S                                

Liturgical Schedule                           
from                                       

January 16 to 24,                                              
2021                                 

  

                                                                                                          

 

Saturday January  16:                   
1:00 pm - Baptism Alex                          
Cristian ROMAN 

Sunday January 17 (29
th 

Sunday after Pentecost):                                                                                                     
9:00 am - Matins                                                            
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                     
11:00 am - Sunday School                   
12:00 pm - Coffe hour 

Sunday January 24 (31
st 

Sunday after Pentecost):                                                                                                     
9:00 am - Matins                                                            
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                        
11:00 am - Sunday School                                                   
12:30 pm - General Parish 
Assembly                                            
1:30 pm - Coffee hour                                                                             

         


