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Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave 
girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who 
brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. This girl 
followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, "These men are 
the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the 
way of salvation." And this she did for many days. But Paul, 
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And he 
came out that very hour. But when her masters saw that 
their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. And 
they brought them to the magistrates, and said, "These men, 
being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach 
customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to 
receive or observe. Then the multitude rose up together 
against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and 
commanded them to be beaten with rods. And when they 
had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, 
commanding the jailer to keep them securely. Having re-
ceived such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and 

fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the                               
prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were                                  
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened                                 
and everyone's chains were loosed. And the keeper of the 
prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, 
supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, 
"Do yourself no harm, for we are all here." Then he called for 
a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 
And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?" So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
you will be saved, you and your household." Then they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 
And he took them the same hour of the night and washed 
their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were 
baptized. Now when he had brought them into his house,                      
he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed                                 
in God with all his household. 

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from 
birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 
Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, 
but that the works of God should be revealed in him. I must 
work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the 
night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world. When He had said 
these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the 
saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the 
clay. And He said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Silo-
am" (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and 
came back seeing. Therefore the neighbors and those who 
previously had seen that he was blind said, "Is not this he 
who sat and begged?" Some said, "This is he." Others said, 
"He is like him." He said, "I am he." Therefore they said to 
him, "How were your eyes opened?" He answered and said, 
"A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and 
said to me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went 
and washed, and I received sight." Then they said to him, 
"Where is He?" He said, "I do not know." They brought him 
who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a 
Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 
Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had re-
ceived his sight. He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, 
and I washed, and I see." Therefore some of the Pharisees 
said, "This Man is not from God, because He does not keep 
the Sabbath. Others said, "How can a man who is a sinner 
do such signs?" And there was a division among them. They 
said to the blind man again, "What do you say about Him 
because He opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." 
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had 
been blind and received his sight, until they called the par-
ents of him who had received his sight. And they asked 
them, saying, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 

How then does he now see?" His parents answered them                    
and said, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind; but by what means he now sees we do not know,                                    
or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. 
He will speak for himself. His parents said these things                     
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already 
that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be                                      
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is                          
of age; ask him." So they again called the man who was blind, 
and said to him, "Give God the glory! We know that this Man 
is a sinner." He answered and said, "Whether He is a                             
sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though                      
I was blind, now I see." Then they said to him again,                       
"What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?" He 
answered them, "I told you already, and you did not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to be-
come His disciples?" Then they reviled him and said, "You are 
His disciple, but we are Moses' disciples. We know that God 
spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He 
is from. The man answered and said to them, "Why, this is a 
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from;                            
yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not 
hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His 
will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been unheard 
of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was                          
born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could                                
do nothing. They answered and said to him, "You were                               
completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?"                         
And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out; and when He had found him, He said to him,                            
"Do you believe in the Son of God?" He answered and                        
said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?"                             
And Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him and it is                              
He who is talking with you." Then he said, "Lord, I believe!" 
And he worshiped Him. 
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Christ is Risen! 

Seeing is believing.  There 

are many things in life that 

we will not accept unless 

we see them with our own 

eyes.  And there are some 

things that we have to learn 

how to see because they are 

not obvious to the 

untrained eye. It often 

takes experience to see 

something rightly, to 

understand its true 

significance.  If that is true 

in everyday life, it is all the 

more the case in how we 

know God. 

We began our celebration 

of Pascha several weeks 

ago when we saw the light 

of a flame in the darkness 

of midnight.  Until the 

brilliant light of the 

Savior’s resurrection, 

humanity wandered in 

spiritual blind-ness as a 

result of being enslaved to 

corruption.     

“The wages of sin is death,” 

and the darkness of the tomb had reigned supreme since 

the fall of Adam and Eve.  Like the man born blind in 

today’s gospel reading, our capacity to participate in the 

blessed holiness for which we were created was grossly 

deformed.   Enslaved to the fear of death and cast out of 

Paradise, we were all held prisoner by the darkness of the 

tomb which extended to the depths of our souls.  

In sharp contrast to that darkness, we celebrate in this 

glorious season of Pascha that the light of Christ shines 

even from the grave and extends to the darkest 

dimensions of our lives and relationships.  To be radiant 

with the light of the resurrection is what it means to know 

God.  To know Him is not merely to have religious ideas 

or emotions about Him, but truly to share by grace in the 

life of the Holy Trinity.  It is to have the eyes of our souls 

cleansed, to have our minds illumined such that we move 

from darkness to light.  The change is certainly not in our 

Lord, but in us who rise with Him from death to life, from 

the dark night of sin to the brilliant light of holiness. 

This   great  blessing   is   

not   something   that   we   

give ourselves, but which 

our Lord has made possible 

as the God-Man Who unites 

divinity and humanity in 

Him-self.  That is how He 

heals us, personally taking 

upon Himself all the 

consequences of our cor-

ruption, even to the point of 

death, in order to conquer 

them through His resur-

rection. He brings every 

dimension and capability of 

the human person into His 

divine life, making us 

radiant with the holy glory 

that we share by grace.  That 

is what it means to be truly 

human in His image and 

likeness. 

When Christ spat on the 

ground and made clay to 

anoint the eyes of the blind 

man, He gave us a sign of 

how He restored us through 

His Incarnation, His entry 

into our world of flesh and 

blood, which was necessary for our healing.  The blind 

man’s sight was restored when he obeyed Christ’s 

command to wash in water, which is a sign of how He 

illumines us in baptism.  Of course, we are baptized into 

the Lord’s death in order to rise up with Him into a life of 

holiness. 

Our spiritual sight is not restored by denying our bodily 

limitations or the reality of the physical struggles that we 

face, whether illness, poverty, or anything else.  Instead, 

our Risen Lord heals our souls when we offer ourselves 

fully to Him in obedience.  The blind man in today’s 

gospel lesson did what the Lord told to Him to do, 

walking to the pool of Siloam and washing off the clay 

from His eyes.  He had to obey Christ’s command by 

doing something that involved his whole person.  That is 

how he overcame the blindness with which he had been 

born. Even though he thought of the Lord as only a 

prophet at that point, the man quickly professed faith in 

Him when the Lord told him His true identity.  As Christ 

said  of Himself as the Son of God to the man,  “You  have  

We Must Obey in Order to See  
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seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” 

As Orthodox Christians, we routinely make bold claims 

about seeing the true light and beholding the resurrection 

of Christ.  We employ the sense of sight in the worship of 

God with icons, crosses, candles, vestments, and in many 

other ways.  We put on Christ like a garment in baptism 

and are filled personally with 

the Holy Spirit in 

chrismation.  We receive our 

Lord’s Body and Blood in Holy 

Communion, as we participate 

already in the Heavenly 

Banquet.  He is the Bridegroom 

and, as His Church, we are His 

Bride and members of His own 

Body.  We do not think of Him 

as only a prophet or a righteous 

man, but know that He is truly 

the Son of God.  There is no 

question, then, that He has 

restored our sight, giving us all 

the ability to embrace Him from 

the depths of our souls.  He has 

done for us what we could never 

do simply by ourselves, even as 

someone born blind could never 

give himself sight. 

Imagine how great our 

responsibility is, then, to open 

the eyes of our souls as fully as 

possible to the light of 

Christ.  For as He is infinitely 

holy, there is no upward limit to 

the holiness to which He calls us.  Even as the healing of 

our bodies is a process that requires our cooperation and 

effort, the same is true with the healing of our souls.  The 

blind man had to exercise what little faith he had at first 

by obeying Christ’s command.   That was how he put 

himself in the place to receive such a miraculous 

blessing.  And though we do not know the rest of his 

story, that was surely only the beginning of his 

journey.  He had to live as one whose eyes had been 

opened by the mercy of the Lord. 

If we are truly to enter into the holy joy of Pascha, we 

must follow the example of the man born blind.  Our 

spiritual vision remains far from perfect, but our Risen 

Lord has given us all that we need to become radiant with 

His brilliant and holy light.  That happens when we know 

and experience Him from the depths of our souls, which 

requires offering ourselves to Him through humble  

obedience in our daily lives. That means joining ourselves 

to His great victory over death by opening even the 

darkest and most difficult areas of our personalities and 

relationships to His healing light.  There is no way to do 

that without living as our Lord taught, which means 

turning away from all that obscures His light in us, from 

all that keeps us captive to the darkened ways of sin and 

corruption that we find so 

appealing. 

As we prepare to move from 

Pascha to the Ascension, let us 

discern where we persist in 

darkness and what we need to 

do in order to obey our Lord 

more faithfully as we rise with 

Him from the grave to the 

heights of heavenly glory.  Let us 

grow in our personal 

participation by grace in the life 

of Christ by living daily as those 

who have beheld the glory of His 

resurrection and who have seen 

the true light.  The Savior has 

already done the miraculous for 

us by conquering death.   Now it 

is our responsibility to respond 

faithfully as we open ourselves 

to the Light Who shines so 

brightly that He overcomes even 

the darkest tomb.  And as hard 

as it is to believe, He will 

illumine even the darkest and 

most corrupt dimension of our 

lives, if we will only offer ourselves to Him in humble, 

trusting obedience each day. 

The good news of Pascha is not confined to a season of 

the year, but is always the fundamental truth of our life in 

Christ.  Now we must live as those who have been blessed 

to behold the glory of the resurrection.  Now we must 

remove every obstacle to embracing personally the 

brilliant, radiant light of the empty tomb.  Now we must 

live with all the holy joy of a man born blind who can 

finally see the light.  That is what it means to know God 

and to be truly human in His image and likeness, for 

Christ is Risen! 

                                          Fr. Philip LeMasters  

                         Source: https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/  

 

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/
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Psalm 67/68 is considered by most bibli-

cal scholars to be the most difficult of all 

psalms to interpret. The current consen-

sus holds that the psalm was an ancient 

cultic hymn, originally recited in an au-

tumn festival by the covenant-community 

of Israel. Its theme celebrates the coming 

of God to His people, from Sinai to Zion, 

in order to actualize in their midst His 

past mighty works of salvation. This actu-

alization then leads the people toward the 

eschatological future, the age to come, 

when God’s glory and majesty will be rec-

ognized and acknowledged by all the na-

tions of the earth. 

As difficult to interpret as many may find 

it to be, this psalm, with its opening 

cry, “Let God arise!” is nevertheless one of 

the most familiar biblical pronouncements 

of the Orthodox paschal season. It begins 

with what the Church recognizes as a prophetic announcement 

of our Lord’s resurrection. This is complemented by what bibli-

cal and patristic tradition sees as allusions to Christ’s ascension 

and the sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. St Paul offers 

this interpretation in his letter to the Ephesians, where he mod-

ifies, in a minor yet significant way, the Septuagint version 

of Ps. 67: “When He ascended on high, He led a host of cap-

tives, and He gave gifts to men” (Eph 4:8). Those gifts, as the 

apostle declares, include the charismata, the “spiritual gifts” or 

gift of the Spirit Himself, bestowed upon the Church for the 

preaching of the gospel and the up-building of the Body of 

Christ.  

Another   theme   emerges   throughout  this  letter,   also de-

rived from Ps. 67/68. By his descent into the “depths of the 

earth,” into the heart of the fallen creation, Christ      destroys 

the power of sin and death. And by His ascension in glory, 

He “fills all things with Himself” (Eph 4:9-10). This is the same 

message proclaimed by the Gospel of John: “No one has as-

cended into heaven but He who descended from heaven, the 

Son of Man,” and this, to work out salvation and eternal life for 

all those who believe (John 3:13-15). 

The entire Christian mystery is expressed by this double move-

ment of descent and ascension, the incarnation and glorifica-

tion of the eternal Son of God. As Orthodox spiritual and liturgi-

cal tradition affirms, this movement was under-taken not for 

Christ’s own sake, but for ours. Through His incarnation, the 

Son of God took upon Himself our very life and being, the spe-

cific conditions of our human nature, in order to restore that 

nature to its original perfection, and to open the way for us to 

ascend with Him to the heights of heaven, there to share with 

Him His own glory and  majesty. 

Elaborating on this theme, St Irenaeus of 

Lyon declares in his treatise Against Her-

esies (III.19.3), “The Lord himself gave us 

a sign… A virgin conceived and bore a 

son, ‘God with us’ (Isa 7:14). He descend-

ed into the depths of the earth to seek the 

lost sheep, His own handiwork, which He 

Himself had made. Then He ascended 

into the heights above, to offer and submit 

to His Father this humanity (hominem) 

which had been found, becoming Himself 

the first-fruits of man’s resurrection.” 

A familiar prayer, attributed to St Symeon 

Metaphrastes (a mid-tenth century Byz-

antine hagiographer) and included in the 

Orthodox prayers before communion, 

recounts the significance of events in 

Christ’s life, death and glorification, to-

gether with their spiritual and moral sig-

nificance for believers: 

“Through Your life-giving resurrection 

You raised up the first father who had fallen. Raise me up, for I 

am sunk in sin, and give me the image of repentance.  Through 

Your glorious ascension You made the flesh that You assumed 

to be divine and placed it on the throne at the Father’s right 

hand. Grant me to receive a place at the right hand with the 

saved through communion of Your Holy Mysteries.” 

By His incarnation, Christ deified the flesh, the body with its 

human nature, and thus He restored it to the perfection and 

glory for which God originally intended it. As the First Adam, 

the archetype of all human existence, and as the Last Adam, the 

Author of Life who gives life to those who  dwell  in Him,  Christ  

ascends  in  his  “divine flesh,”  exalting newly perfected human 

nature with Himself. The throne is the image that symbolizes 

that exaltation. By placing His deified flesh on the throne at the 

“right hand” of the Father, God the Son makes the ultimate sac-

ramental gesture, offering our own fallen yet restored nature to 

Him who is the Source of all life, both human and divine. Be-

cause of our incorporation into the life of the Son, we can hope 

to join with the saints, the host of the saved. Yet this hope is 

already partially realized, insofar as we partake of that divine 

life here and now by participating in the Holy Eucharist. 

A further refinement of this theme is offered to us by the great 

Byzantine mystic, St Gregory of Sinai (+ 1346). In the chapter 

from the Philokalia known as “Further Texts” (Alia Capita, PG 

150.1300), St Gregory describes in eloquent terms the corre-

spondence between the descending, ascending movement of 

Christ and spiritual growth in our own life. A further refinement 

of this theme is offered to us by the great Byzantine mystic, St 

Gregory of Sinai (+ 1346). In the chapter from the Philokalia 

known as “Further Texts” (Alia Capita, PG 150.1300), St Grego-

ry describes in eloquent terms the correspondence between the 

descending, ascending movement of Christ and spiritual growth 

in our own life.  

“Through Your Glorious Ascension” 
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The passage is worth quoting in full: “Everyone baptized into 

Christ should pass progressively through all the stages of 

Christ’s own life, for in baptism he receives the power so to 

progress, and  through  the  commandments  he  can  discover  

and learn  how  to  accomplish  such progression.  To Christ’s 

conception corresponds the foretaste of the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, to His nativity the actual experience of joyousness, to 

His baptism the cleansing force of the fire of  the Spirit, to His 

transfiguration the contemplation of divine light, to His cruci-

fixion the dying to all things, to His burial the indwelling of 

divine love in the heart, to His resurrection the soul’s life-

quickening resurrection, and to His ascension divine ecstasy 

and the transport of the intellect into God.” 

To most of our contemporaries, this kind of interpretation of the 

events in Christ’s life seems odd if not scandalous. It strikes  

them  as pure  allegorizing:  taking  the  his torical events of 

Christ’s passion, death and resurrection, and reading them as 

metaphors to describe our inner. 

To those of us who, in these past days, have sung out, “Let God 

arise!” and have tasted the heavenly gifts of his glorified Body 

and Blood, who have embraced others and been embraced with 

reconciling love “even by those who hate us,” this correspond-

ence between the events of Christ’s life and our own is self-

evident. Yesterday we were crucified with Him; today we rise 

with Him in glory. Yesterday He descended into the lower parts 

of the earth, into the darkness of our own life; today we ascend 

with Him in newness of life, in a potentially deified flesh, in 

order to take our place with Him at the right hand of the Father 

and in the midst of the communion of saints.  

By His glorious ascension, Christ has already spoken to our 

deepest longing and fulfilled our most fervent hope. He has tak-

en us as He took the hand of Adam, as in the paschal icon of the 

descent into hades. He has raised us up with Himself, out of the 

grave of our own making, and ascended with us into the awe-

some and blessed presence of His Father. He has transported 

into the very presence of God our “intellect,” our spiritual per-

ception of transcendent life and being. And in so doing, He has 

led us – even in the mundane affairs of our daily existence – 

into the joyful and healing state of “divine ecstasy.” 

                                                                                                                   

  Very Rev. Fr. John Breck 

                     (Source: http://www.oca.org) 

   HOLY TRINITY’S                                 
Liturgical Schedule             

from May 24                                     
to May 31,                                                  

2020  
 Sunday May 24 (Sunday of 
the Blind Man, the 6th after 
the Holy Pascha):                                      
9:00 am - Matins                                         
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                                      
Wednesday May 27:                                      
5:00 pm - Akathist 

Thursday May 28 –                                    
Holy Ascension of Our Lord:                                     
9:00 am - Matins                                            
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                                 

Friday May 29:                                          
5:00 pm - Akathist                                                                

Sunday May 31 (Sunday of 
the First Ecumenical Council 
Fathers):                                                            
9:00 am - Matins                                          
10:00 am - Holy Liturgy                                       
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